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(Summary)

The Minseito Party and Issues Concerning the Emperor and
the Imperial Household at the Time of the TANAKA Giichi Cabinet

TSUCHIKAWA Nobuo

This paper examines the attitudes of the Minseito Party towards issues concerning the emperor and
the imperial household at the time of the TANAKA Giichi Cabinet when the party was an opposition
party. The paper takes this theme as part of the study of party politics during the period of party
cabinets, and intends to rebalance the evaluation of the Seiyukai Party and the Minseito Party.

At the beginning of the TANAKA Cabinet, the Minseito Party advocated the parliamentary
government and the party cabinet, and it maintained that the emperor should not take practical part in
politics. The party also criticized the political influence of the house of peers and the privy council.

Later, the Minseito Party took issues concerning the emperor and the imperial household to attack
the TANAKA Cabinet. The basic logic used by the party coincided with the attitude of the party at the
beginning, though the manner of arguments was rather restrained. The party also sided with the
house of peers and the privy council when they blamed the cabinet with issues concerning the
emperor and the imperial household.

Keywords: Minseito Party, TANAKA Giichi Cabinet, parliamentary government, party cabinet,
emperor, imperial household, house of peers, privy council
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