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Current Situation and Future Assignment in Clothing Life of
Women with Upper/Lower Limb Disabilities

Hiroko KAWABATA

Key words : Women with upper/lower limb disabilities, Clothes size, Interest in clothing,
Functionality, Evaluative criteria

We made questionnaire surveys on 187 women with upper/lower limb disabilities on their
current situation in clothing life and their interest in clothing. The results were as follows:

(1) Most of the woman with upper/lower limb disabilities liked purchasing clothes and felt
pleasure in doing so. However, they were feeling inconveniences in environments both outside
and inside the buildings on their outings. Improvements supportive of their outings are
desired in the environments of towns and stores.

(2) Their dissatisfaction level was high for clothing size. Problems exist in the disruption of top-
bottom and right-left balance in clothes. The design of clothes sometimes made it difficult for
them to put on and take off their clothing. A system that corresponds to easier remake of
clothing should be prepared by the manufacturers and retailers in the future.

(3) High interest in clothes was seen. However, there were few tendencies to give priority to
comfort and to wear clothing that they disapproved of the design. Our assignment for the
future is to develop clothes that possess both high functionality and good design, to improve
environment that allows for easier outings, and to equip better opportunities for abundant
selection of goods.
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