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Abstract

The purpose of the current study was to discuss the methodological issues of team teaching to
boost autonomous learning among students with intellectual disabilities. We observed classroom
practices in a special school and then divided team teachings as to function into 7 types based on
Ibaraki Teacher Training Center (2000). From the viewpoint of the self-determination theory, the
interactions between teachers and students were analyzed. It was ascertained that 3 basic psycho-
logical needs of self-determined theory (competence, relatedness and autonomy) were satisfied in
the classroom practices regardless of the type of team teaching. Suggestions for future research in-
clude the need to study how 3 basic psychological needs were connected with each other and how
students’ motivation varies in the activity of peer groups.

Keywords: students with intellectual disabilities, team-teaching, autonomous learning
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