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‘Annon-zoku’ and women’s travel in 1970s Japan

Yugo GUNIJI

This paper discusses the ‘Annon-zoku’ and their travel culture in
the 1970s. The ‘Annon-zoku’ is a name labelled at young Japanese
women who travelled alone or with friends in fashionable clothes. Those
trendy young women were created and fostered by two distinctive
fashion magazines, An-an and Non-no, respectively published in 1970
and 1971. The ‘Annon-zoku’ promoted a fashionable travel culture for
young women, encouraging them to enjoy their women only tourism.
Tourist industry also began to pay attention to these young women
customers who would constitute a larger asset in their trade.

This article shows that young women's travel was one of the main
features in the women’s magazines. Analyzing the Japanese tourist
destination featured in An-an, the article points out that the focus of the
magazine was not the distant tourist spots, but the urban life and its
associated urbanity: Tokyo metropolitan area was the most featured
tourist destination in the magazines. This article also charts the up and
down of the ‘Annon-zoku’ in the 1970s, indicating that behind the scenes
a downward change in Japanese economy existed. In the concluding
comment, [ also make a comment on the way the ‘Annon-zoku’
influenced women's travel culture in Japan.

Keywords: Annon-zoku, travel, An-an, Non-no, tourism, women's
magazine, 1970s
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