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{Summary)

Long-term Changes in the Number of Domestic Bank Branches
and the Impact of Deregulations and the Merger of Banks

SUGIYAMA Toshihiro

The aim of this paper is to review the changes in the number of domestic bank branches in
the past half century and to study the factors that influenced the number of bank branches. The
number of bank branches was formerly controlled by bank regulations, but by the time the
regulations were completely abolished, the activity by Japanese banks in opening new branches
had already stagnated. Historical long-term data suggested the significant effect that the merger
of banks affects the reduction in the number of bank branches. These are consistent with the fact
that regional banks have been reorganized and the number of bank branches has been reduced

in recent years.
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