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HABSTRACT

his paper examines the reason why “Soko no
noun” is impolite when referring to a hearer.
For example, “Sensei, Shitsumon ga Aru no desuga...”
is not impolite. On the other hand, “Soko no Sensei,

Shitsumon ga Aru no desuga...” is impolite. This paper
argues that “So” in “Soko no noun” refers neither to
the domain of a hearer in the person-division type
nor to the domain of a medial range in the distance-
division type. Not so, this “So” has properties of both
uses. Referring to someone using the “Soko no noun”
form is special as it treats the domain of a hearer as
the domain of a medial range, that is, the speaker
recognizes the existence of the hearer but does not
approve of the hearer’s domain. This gives rise to a
non-symmetry of “Ko” and “So,” which is thought to
be the reason why “Soko 10 noun” is impolite when

referring to a hearer.

2KEY WORDS

demonstratives of so-series, at the start of a dialogue,
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if ... we think of deictic expressions as anchored to specific points in the
communicative event, then the unmarked anchorage points, constituting the deictic
centre, ... (Levinson 1983: 63—64)
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The Medial category in a three-steps system has ‘short distance from Speaker’ and
‘close to Hearer’ as the two elements of its semantic prototype. (Fillmore 1982: 55)
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In the informing function, the Speaker is letting the Hearer know that a particular
Figure is to be found in a particular Place. (Fillmore 1982:43)
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