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{(Summary)

Citizens’ Democracy Beyond Borders
— A Case Study of “Plan D" —

HOSOI Yuko

The EU seems to deepen and expand its integration, with 27 member states, having many
former socialist countries of Eastern Europe as new members. At the same time, the problem of
a democratic deficit, especially a gap between EU institutions and EU citizens, has been argued
for along time. A gap between EU institutions and EU citizens is a vertical gap between political
elites and citizens. However, a horizontal gap has been added to the vertical one: a gap between
citizens in the old and in the new member states. Oppositions of interest exist because of the
grand-scale eastern expansion and employment issues caused by the expansion.

The EU has to contemplate how democracy (the vertical gap) and European integration
(the horizontal gap) should develop. The purpose of this paper is to raise the question whether
“Plan D” and citizens’ deliberative projects conducted under Plan D would create a stir in democ-

racy and regional integration, concepts which were once invented by Europe.

Keywords: democratic deficit, EU citizens, deliberation, Deliberative Polling
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