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Result Continuance in Japanese
Noun-Modifying Verbal Clauses

CAI Mei-hua

Several Japanese verbs have both adjectival and aspectual uses. The
purpose of the present paper is to identify some properties shared by
these verbs, focusing on their remaining results of change. I named
these verbs atypical adjectival verbs, and classified them into three
types: (I) verbs of subject’s action and change in object, (II) verbs of
change in subject, and (III) verbs of subject’s action. I observed I-verbs,
and made a hypothesis on them that each II-verb having an adjectival
use must be the one leaving some effect of the action it denotes on its
subject or its object. Then I verified my hypothesis by applying it to I-
and II-verbs. The result I achieved is the following:

1. I- and II-verbs are allowed to be used as adjectives. This is due to the
fact that each verb implying “change” is able to express a secondary
“state” as the remaining result of change, whether it is effected on its
subject or object.

2. Ill-verbs are not readily allowed to be used as adjectives.It should,
however, be noticed that verbs such as “osu” (push), the result of
whose action remains as recognizable to its subject are allowed as
adjectives.

3. The adjectival uses of the atypical adjectival verbs are allowed both
in fa- and teiru-forms. These two different forms are supposed to
depend on which part between subject and object is to be brought in
focus.

Key words: adjectival use, completion of action, remaining result of
change
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