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A Study on Anti-Vietnam War Movements in Japan
1965-1967, with special reference to Fukuoka City (2)

Hideo ICHIHASHI

Amongst many anti-Vietnam War movements in Japan, one of the
longest sustained is that of Fukuoka city in Kyusyu. The focus of the
movement was Jii-no-hi-demo’ or To-no-hi-demo, citizen’s protest
walks in the city centre, organized every 10th day of the month from
1965 to 1973.

However, its characteristics and membership changed substantially
in the first half of 1968. The author of this article thus named the first
three years before 1968 as To-no-hi-demo no Jidai (‘the years of the
tenth day protest walk’), and wrote a historical essay focusing on the
period. This examined the birth and development of the Fukuoka
citizens’ protest movement against the Vietnam War as well as placing
it in the much wider national context of the anti-Vietnam War
movement across Japan. This article is the second part of that essay and
the last part will appear in the next issue of this journal.

This article firstly traces the anti-Vietnam War activities in
Fukuoka coordinated by established organizations such as political
parties and trade unions. Those anti-war struggles were struggles
against the U.S. military bases existed in Fukuoka and nearby areas, as
they were increasingly used as strategic bases for Vietnam War.
Kita-Kyusyu region, which includes Fukuoka city, were witnessing the
deployment of Nike missiles, establishment of a firing and bombing
practice areas, landing of ammunitions at Hakata seaport,
reinforcement of Yamada ammunition depot, taking-off and landing
practice by jet fighters at Itazuke airport and so on. Left-wing political
parties and trade unions opposed these trends. It is noteworthy that
those conventional organisations tried to create new forms of anti-war
movements which would appeal to those younger generations, who
were likely to hate to be organized from above.
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In the second section, this article examines the origins of citizen’s
anti-Vietnam War movements in Fukuoka, which emerged in the
middle of the 1960s. The movement aimed to accommodate those
citizens who wished to express his/her own voice against the Vietnam
War without affiliating to any organisations. Behind the citizen’s
movement in Fukuoka were intellectuals of Kyusyu University,
especially, and remarkably, mathematicians. The article also looks at
the activities pursued by the members of the Mathematical Society of
Japan; they were engaged quite actively in anti-Vietnam War
movement.

Finally, this article followed up the historical process in which the
movement actually formed, focusing on their main activity,
To-no-hi-demo. This last section discusses the characteristics of the
intellectuals behind the scene, in order to make sense of the movement
in Fukuoka.

Key words: anti-war movements, Vietnam War, Fukuoka City,
To-no-hi-demo
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