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Climate during the Later Stadial of the Last Glacial Age
presumed from Alluvial Fan Distribution in Japan

Kyoji SAITO

Japan has 78 present fans among 474 drainage basins larger than 100km? and had 105 fans
during the later stadial of the Last Glacial age. The distribution of fans is well explained by
the discriminant analysis of four variables, that is drainage basin area, relief ratio, temperature,
and precipitation. The most reasonable climatic condition around 20ka for the distribution is
10°C lowering in the mean temperature of January, 4C lowering in that of August, and 80%
amount of precipitation from June to September, as copmared with the present climatic

conditions.

Key word : alluvial fans, Last Glacial age, temperature, precipitation, Japan
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