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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate career development of female principals at elemen-
tary and junior high schools. We interviewed eight married principals who had children with re-
spect to their work and private lives, especially child care. Respondents recognized that both teach-
ing jobs on their first stages and management jobs as middle leader led to management jobs as
executive. Most respondents were recommended to advance their careers by their supervisors
(principals). They recognized gender gap concerning recommendation for promotion. They man-
aged to balance work and life during raising children. They had childcare supporter besides nurs-
ery school and sympathetic understanding of their colleagues at work. They recognized that the
experience of raising children enhanced their ability for both their jobs and their characters.

Keywords: female teacher, career development, principal, semi-structured interview
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