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Impact of Authorized Textbooks on Teachers’ Lesson Design
in Moral Education:

Focusing on Teachers’ Professionality and Autonomy

KITADA, Yoshiko

Faculty of Education, Saitama University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the impact of authorized textbooks on teachers’ les-
son design in moral education. Recently, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Tech-
nology (MEXT) decided to designate moral education as an official school subject within a new
framework. Within this new framework, public elementary and junior high school teachers will be
required to use authorized textbooks for moral education. Using authorized textbooks in moral ed-
ucation has been controversial because it may lead to indoctrination. It may also cause a negative
impact on teachers’ lesson design because it would restrict teachers’ professionality as well as au-
tonomy. In light of this recent reform, the study analyzed educational political movement regard-
ing to the development of authorized textbooks for moral education. Then, it was disclosed that
MEXT was adding more pressure on teachers to follow the Government Guideline which mandat-
ed teachers what and what not to teach in moral education. The study also introduced some cre-
ative lesson design activities implemented in the author’s lectures on moral education at Saitama
University, then proved how it would be important for prospective teachers to experience creative

lesson designing based on their own interest, not on top-down orders.

Keywords: moral education, authorized textbooks, lesson design, teacher’s professionality, teach-

er’s autonomy
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