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Abstract

Recently, more attention is being paid to improving the quality of Early Childhood Education
(ECE) from an international viewpoint. The challenge, however, is the difficulty in quantifying
what ‘progress’ in ECE means. Measuring children’s progress in ECE is difficult because they are
influenced both by their experiences in school and their daily life experiences. Further, there are
significant differences in individual children’s development. However, assessment is important in
ECE to ensure that programs are meeting the needs of children. This study examined how to mea-
sure the ‘quality of progress’ in ECE using participant observation of two activities on a spring
picnic of a Certified Children Centre and the interactions between nursery children and kindergar-
ten children. The results show that it is necessary to define the quality of nursery education in
terms of the emotional richness and true nature of individual children, while limiting assessment
on ‘quality of progress’ to a self-assessment by teachers. Quality assessment is best achieved
through a ‘parallel-run’ observation method, while maintaining a reasonable distance from the
children. There is a strong possibility, however, that the self-assessment will end up in complacen-
cy. Therefore, I suggest that self-assessments should be paired with conversations with other prac-
titioners and researchers about the results of their ‘parallel-run’ observations and self-assessments.

Key Words: early childhood education, the quality of progress, practical study, participant obser-

vation, certified children centre
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