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Suffrage and Resident Registration of Rooming-House Students
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Absentee voting is actively promoted in an effort to improve low voter turnout among young people.
However, seventy-two municipalities rejected absentee ballot applications from students who live on or
near campus but whose family home is registered as their legal residence. Why do municipalities handle
local mayoral and municipal council elections differently from national elections? Additionally, why is it
that, even within the same municipality, National Diet members and business people living away from
their families are treated differently from students living away from home?

The author, a student living away from home, examined the Basic Resident Registration Act, the Public
Offices Election Act, enforcement orders, legal commentary, and a wide variety of judicial precedents.
In addition, the author conducted a questionnaire survey of the abovementioned seventy-two
municipalities. The author will also attempt to conduct an interview at the Ministry of Internal Affairs
and Communications, examine illogical cases, and identify the background issues. Finally, a tentative
plan will be submitted.
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