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A Study on the Cultural Exchange between a Korean
King’s Delegation and Japanese Men of Culture in the
MEIWA Era

Mieko NAKA

The main subject of this thesis is the cultural exchange between a Korean
King’s Delegation to the Japan’s central government of Shogun in the MEIWA
era (1764) and Japanese men of culture who attended the delegation.

The study intends to trace back the counter actions of NAKANISHI Naokata,
a Kaga local government’s Confucianist, and to dig up buried history of cultural
communication between Nam-Ok, Korean seijutukan, and two other Japanese,
NAKANISHI Naokata and Kimura KENKADO, one of the greatest cultural
patrons in Osaka.

At the same time, this study will strength the historical research of, not only
the cultural exchange between the Korean Delegation in the MEIWA era and
Kaga local government, but also Kimura KENKADO’s wide-ranged activities
of patronage.

The study is based on analysis of mainly three records, namely, “Il-kwan-ki”
(Nam-Ok, Korean seijutukan of the Korean King’s Delegation to Japan’s
central government of Shogun in the MEIWA era), and two historical records
of Kaga local government, that is to say “ENTAIHUGA” (TOMITA Kagechika),
and “TAIUNKO’S PERSONAL HISTORY” (MORITA Yoshisato)”.

Kaga local government did not compile any records of the poetic
communication between Korean Delegation and Japanese correspondents.
However, this study has now made clear that the three men of culture, Nam-Ok,
NAKANISHI and KENKADO had communicated and exchanged their views
of culture among them with deep insights.

Farther more, it has been made clear that the Korean Delegation in the
MEIWA era had produced the most active and deepest cultural exchange, and
at the same time, travelled Japan facing a lot of and huge troubles, that is to say,
shipwreck and murder.

Besides the Korea-Japan communication, the mutual contacts between
NAKANISHI and KENKADO have shown us that free and active
communications on the Korean Delegation were, in those days, prevailed
among Japanese men of culture.

Finally, Nam-Ok’s sincere friendship and trust toward NAKANISHI and
KENKADO recorded in “Il-kwan-ki” is, without question, a basis of
international mutual understanding and cooperation and shows us living in
REIWA era what the real international friendship is.

Key words: Nam-Ok , NAKANISHI Naokata, Kimura KENKADO
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