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could be put to use. The author guesses that some changes could be found
in, the images or portrait of families or sex role of male and female people.
for example

Reconsideration of the Critical Potential
of Cultural Studies : Can it be a post-modern
oriented critical theory?

Kiyoshi Abe

Recently in communication studies, what is called revisionism has gained
more and more attention. Revisionism has its origins both in the Marxism
oriented critical approach (especialy in the tradition of Cultural Studies)
and the liberal-pluralistic oriented approach (the tradition of administrative
research in the U. S.) of mass-communication. Thus several commentators
have mentioned that the revisionsism of mass-communication studies
recently shows the change of theoretical trend. They point to the ‘theoreti-
cal convergence’ in contrast to the theoretical polarization bhetween critical
and traditional approach during the 1970’s.

In this article, I try to do a critical survey of that opinion. In my view
there are two problems behind the ‘theoretical convergence’ theses. First,
these days ‘theoretical convergence’ is discussed only at the‘fact’ level, not
at the ‘value’ level. Second, in this process of discussion about the theoreti-
cal trend change, the importance of ‘value’ level of mass-communication
studies is relatively ignored. However, it is such a ‘value’ level that makes
critical approach of communication studies truely critical. Consequently it
can be said that the recent change in theoretical trend is a kind of cirisis for
critical theory of mass-communication.

For critical theory to survive under what is called post-modern condition,
we needed to discuss communication theory at the ‘value’ level. I try to
make this point clear by following the theory and its social-historical
context of Cultural Studies approach to mass-communication. The Cultural
Studies, which orients past-modern critical theory, certainly has critical
potential under the modern condition. But contrary to its original intention,
it can be affirmative under what is called post-modern condition. Such a
danger is bigger in Japanese context than in English context where the
Cultural Studies were born. If we try to make a critical theory of communi-
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(Summary> Cultural Indicators Project and Cultivation
Analysis : Their ideas, development, present
state, and evaluation '

Hirosuke Mizuno

This paper is an overview on the studies of Cultural Indicators Project
and cultivation analysis both of which were at first advocated by George
Gerbner at the University of Pennsylvania in the U. S. This overview traces
the developmental process of these studies from the beginning to the latest
issues dealt by these studies deal with.

- So far there have been several papers which refer to these studies as a
part of their papers in Japan, but there has not been a single paper which
overviews these studies. In the present paper the author has tried a balanced
6verview of these studies which are explained as closely related studies.
While other papers tend to think that cultivation is one of the cognitive
effect models and to consider cultivation analysis as a method of investigat-
ing cognitive effects of television, this paper puts an emphasis on its aspects
of seeking a cultural or story telling function of television in collaboration
with Cultural Indicators project.

In the autor’s view, Cultural Indicators project and cultivation analysis
have generally proved that television has a strong function of homogenizing
people’s beliefs and values by its recurrent message features, and thus
contributing to maintain status quo, but this has a discouraging effect both
on the people who try to protest the content of television and on the people
who want to seek the potentiality of television. Does not television function
as a changiﬁg or creative agent? The author believes that one of the main
future tasks of these studies is to trace the changes in the content of
television as Cultural Indicators project originally aimed and to evaluate
their effects on people’s beliefs, values,; or behaviors.

In order to trace the changes in the television content, Cultural Indicators
database which has been accumulated in the past two dacades at the
Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania

continued on next page 372
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