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Spread spectrum techniques become a key technology for a wide variety of appllications in
communications, ranging and so on. In particular, code division multiple access (CDMA)
based on a spread spectrum technique is one of the most attractive techniques for future
public land mobile telecommunication systems, i.e. FPLMTS or IMT2000. Therefore, there
have been held many international conferences on mobile communications and information
theory which involve a lot of papers regarding CDMA and other topics on spread spectrum.
In this year, IEEE International Symposium on Spread Spectrum Techniques and Applica-
tions, i.e. ISSSTA’96, which was held in Mainz, Germany during Sept. 22-25, 1996 in
cooperation with TEICE, must be only one international conference specified on spread
spectrum techniques and applications.

This special section was planned to cover some of excellent papers which would be
submitted to ISSSTA’96. It contains two invited papers, several papers and letters which
were selected by a very strict review procedure. The first invited paper was written in order
to introduce the pros and cons of CDMA as a multiple access scheme theoretically. The
second one was written to overview Japanese activities for standardization of FLPMTS.
The selected papers cover a wide range of topics on spread spectrum techniques and
appllications.
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The guest editors would like to express their sincere appreciation to the authors and the
reviewers, because this special section was published under a tight time schedule in order to
involve timely subjects. The guest editors also would like to thank Prof. P. W. Baier and
Dr. P. Jung who kindly helped us as the Chairman and the Secretary of ISSSTA’96
Technical Program Committee. The cooperation of the Editorial Board of IEICE Transac-
tions and the publication staff are greatly appreciated.

Ryuji Kohno, Guest Editor-in-Chief
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