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PREFACE

The 16th Annual Convention of the Japanese Association of Educational Psychology was
held at Chiba University on September 25-27, 1974. The Chairman of the Convention was
Prf. T. Takeuchi. Six hundred and fifty-four regular members, one hundred and twenty-four
temporary members and fifty-one student members participated in the Convention.
Three hundred and nine studies were presented by regular members in seven divisions: 1)
Methodology, 2) Development, 3) Personality, 4) Social Psychology, 5) Learning, 6)
Measurement and Evaluation, 7) Clinical Psychology. A bulletin containing the summaries
of those studies was distributed to each member beforehand.

Three Separate symposia and an integrated symposium were conducted under the fol-
lowing titles :

Psychological tests and Education

Clinical tests and Education

Educational technology and Education

Educational. Psychology and Practice in Education
Their brief summaries are found in this volume.

Integrated Symposium

EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE AND EDUCATIONAL
PSYCHOLOGY

Chairman: Sadao Nagashima (Saitama University)
Members : Tsuneo Yamashita (Ibaraki University)
Kaoru Yamaguchi (Tokyo Gakugei University)
Hiroshi Azuma (Tokyo University)
Jun Hosoya (Tohoku University)
Eiichi Yamashita (Kansai University)

In this General Symposium, the members were required to present their theoretical and
practical views as to how educational psychology should be related to educational practices
in schools and they were expected, if possible, to offer the suggestions about the ways in
which educational psychology might be improved and advanced toward a more reliable
science useful for teachers and educators.

Yamashita, T., Yamaguchi, K. and Azuma, H. who chaired Separate Symposia 1., II. and
I11. respectively, presented their opinions reflecting and summarizing the major issues dis-
cussed in Separate Symposia.
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Hosoya, J. and Yamashita, E. were invited to General Symposium to make comments on
the views proposed by the three appointed speakers.

Yamashita, T.critically discussed the harmful functions of psychological standardized
tests, such as intelligence tests, achievement tests and so on. He especially emphasized the
importance of the problem of differentiating function of psychological tests and the problem
of placement resulting from the tests. He insisted that widely spread psychological tests
had been developed just for classification and differention of people. According to his views,
psychological tests rationalized the existence of social discrimination under the pretence of
science. He emphatically proposed that educational psychologists had to reconsider
whether the tests were desirable for testees i.e. pupils who were to be tested.

Yamaguchi, K. referred to the opinion expressed by Shinohara, M. specializing clinical
psycology in the Separate Symposium held on the previous day.

Shinohara argued against the special class for the mentally retareded children. Ac-
cording to his opinion, the regular classes in elementary and junior high schools have changed
into the special classes for able and bright pupils which have tended to treat the dull and
backward pupils as nuisances, remove them from the regular classes and exclude them into
the special classes for the mentally retarded. What he wanted to stress is that the regular
classes have actually turned into a “nuisance-excluding structure” and therefore there is a
urgent necessity of reforming the regular classes. Shinohara continued to insist that, for the
purpose of this reformation, parents, and teachers should cooperate to let the pupils of the
special class for the mentally retarded return to the regular classes.

Shinohara and his colleagues have been enthusiastic for the socalled “regression move-
ment” which aims to bring the pupils of the special classes back to the regular classes.

After referring to Shinohara’s opinion, Yamaguchi, K. conceded that there exist some
kind of “nuisance-excluding structure” in many schools and he admitted the fact that the
underachievers, slow learners and the dull pupils chiefly constitute the the special classes for
the mentally retarded with a small number of pupils under 70 of IQ who are to be diagnosed
as the mentally retarded in a strict sense of the word. Yamaguchi also adknowledged the
necessity of reforming the regular classes.

Nevertheless, Yamaguchi brought forth his counterargument enumerating the following
controversial points:

1. He differes markedly in approach to the refomation of the regular classes in schools.

2. The ‘“regression movement” would be too radicalistic and ineffective in realizing the
reformation of the regular classes.

3. Whether and how could the psychologists promoting the “regression movement” take
any responsibility for the pupils who become malajusted in the regular classes to
which they have been brought back ?

4. The promotors of the “regression movement” appear to be extremely prejudiced
against special education in general.
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Azuma, H. the third speaker, summarized several imoportant aspects of the themes
which were discussed in Separate Symposium on “Educational Engineering and Educational
Psychology” on the previous day.

His summarized report runs as follows:

1. Some of the educational engineers insist that educational objectives or instructional
contents must be operationally defined in terms of change of pupils’ overt behaviors.
Although such a contention as mentioned above may be scientifically correct and will
be able to advance certain kinds of teaching methods, it will expose education to
danger in that what cannot be operationally defined may be discarded from instruc-
tional contents and instruction-learning process may be stereotypicaily standardized.

2. In view of the present development of educational engineering, more machines should
be used in the fiels of educational administration and management so that teachers
may devote their energies to creative teaching and guiding individual pupils.

3. To advance educational engineering, instruction-learning process must be clarified and
learners’ behaviors have to be elaborately analized.

4. Educational engineering has assumed another serious aspect of dimension in which the
machines and thus the machine-makers have been taking the initiative rather than
teachers, educators and psychologists. This situation will result in fixing traditional
curriculum and arresting the development in curriculum reformation.

Hosoya, J. made a critical discussion of the presentation of three speakers and he pro-
vided his own view of the research method. He stated that, when he listened to the debate
on the special classes for the mentally retarded, he considered what is most important for
all pupils is good teachers, that is, teachers who have good curricula.

He continued to state that he has been doing his best to help teachers have good cur-
ricula optimal for the pupils.

And then, he referred to his research method in his spcialized field of psychology of
teaching science in elementary schools and junior high schools. His method differs from the
one in general psychology and may be called Action Research where any treatment which is
sure to produce unfavorable effects upon pupils should not be taken up as an experimental
variable.

General and experimental psychologists insist upon the necessity of employing the con-
trol group method. In Action Research, however, the control group is not usually employed,
because it is unnatural as well as unfavorable for the pupils in the control group. For the
checking of educational attainment in Action Reseach, Hosoya employs set of hypotheses,
that is, expectations obtained from his educational experiences.

It was suggested that educational psychologists have to explore, describe and analize
educational phenomenon quite freely without any prejudice and bias.

Yamashita, E. criticized the established achievements so far attained in educational
psychology and emphasized the following points :
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1. Educational psychology appears to have developed rapidly during the past thirty years
in terms of an extensive literature now available describing the results of experimen-
tal researches. Among teachers and educators, however, it is widely recognized that
educational psychology has contributed almost nothing to improving education.

2. The sterility and inproductivity of educational psychology may be reduced to the fol-
lowing two causes which are interrelated with each other. In the first place, it must
be pointed out that many researches in educational psychology have been conducted
by psychologists whose acquaintance with schoo! subjects, practices and teaching
methods is rather casual.

Secondly it must be mentioned that most of the laws, principles and research
method which constitute general and experimental psychology have been utilized and
applied to educational psychology.

3. There are educational phenomenon wich general psychology does not deal with in any
comprehensive way. Such problems as the existential nature of growing children, the
teaching of school subjects, the remediation of educational difficulties, the conducting
of the newer type of programs—these are problems that general psychology touches in
only a limited way.

4. Therefore, it must be stressed that almost all findings so far found by educational
psychology must be put in parentheses and educational psychologists should describe
educational phenomenon, systematize and analize them without any prejudice or pre-
conceived notions caused by general and experimental psychology.

It may be concluded that phenomenology or phenomenological approach to education
originated by the late Professor Masaki, T. would be of great use in reforming educational
psychology.

Separate Symposia I

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS IN EDUCATION

Though this symposium on the advisability of psychological tests in education was
originally planned to have two pro and two con speakers, the unforeseen absence of two
participants (including the convener) made the debate among the speakers less heated. In
fact, the first three speakers directly concerned with the topic were uniformly critical of
psychological, and especially norm-referenced, tests.

Kubota (Miyagi College of Education) criticized standardized tests for two reasons.
First, those situations used in the tests are often far removed from real life. Secondly, these
tests rarely guide us in teaching individual children, because they regard peculiarities of the
children merely as “errors” or randum fluctuation. We have to develop specific measuring
procedures in order to learn about learning in the child, instead of depending upon some
standardized procedures, he asserted.

Hatano (Dokkyo University) was also critical of “psychometric” standardized tests. He
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