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ABSTRACT
This paper attempts to show teacher correction can and should play a greater role

in elevating learners’ writing quality than has been implied by previous studies in this
field. It was hypothesized that (1) teacher corrections could be made more effective by
follow—up instructions from the teacher, and (2) teacher correction often does not dis-
courage learners. Forty EFL Japanese students (ages 15—16) wrote a summary of a
narrative, which was edited and corrected by the teacher. The students were then di-
vided into two homogenious groups of twenty based on the quality of the first draft.

After the corrected drafts were returned, one group was instructed to submit second
drafts incorporating all the corrections, while the other group received no further
instructions. One week later, both groups were made to write a summary of the same
narrative again without prior notice. Also a questionnaire survey was conducted to
examine the learners’ attitude toward having their writings corrected by the teacher.
The results supported both hypotheses above. Implications for the classroom are

discussed in detail.
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