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An Empirical Study on the Effects of Vocabulary Pre-teaching
as a Pre-reading Activity: Is It Really So Ineffective?

#BOBA

Tetsuhito SHIZUKA

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to challenge empirically the commonly held
generalization that, as a pre-reading activity, vocabulary pre-teaching
is not as effective as inducing relevant schemata. One hundred and
twelve Japanese high schoool students were divided into two groups to
be engaged in two different pre-reading activities: one group studied a
list of vocabulary and the other group wrote a composition in L1 by
looking at a picture related to the reading text. The results of the post-
reading comprehension test indicated that the vocabulary group signifi-
cantly performed better than the schema group. The reasons why a
result conflicting with previous research was obtained were explored and
the implications of the findings for teaching are discussed.
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Lol 2 Thd, ThoDHBEIRLEELT, RIID 5
BEIDBAF—7] LI —ELLEPOAAERL TS ENZ S, B¥
51, NEFBOLENSER P EEME L, BYIRAF—~2FUTHT
NEFIET 3L LHEEE - RcBAb2IREIELID Y, EBROEFELTS
E57%, BHENAEBOSENRENCLIIRELEbo TV I EERBL T
WERLTHS, Zhix, NHEEOHEEL, P Lbhr2—EDVv L%
# 2 % £ Ti¥, reading problemTH % & D b & L Alanguage problemTH
L2ERVWREVI L BTRBT ZEROMFERERE (Macnamara, 1970; Clark,
1980; Alderson, 1984; Yamashita, 1993) WZH&T 32bDTH 5,

6. BRE~DRM

KRBT, BROBFREOHIVBAF—VOEELEID BT F A PO
RO DIZIRIIZ L WIERBE T, ThifAELdRT XS, SED
EHEOTFHFAYOFTTOIETH>T, 2 DDtreatmentO A FHAE I
EHOKERIZORDVEL Z LiX, HROMFEERLSVHOLTHE, TD
BT, £b o Dprereading activityds, HBFEDT F X NOHBD- D
WCEIRA M EWS Z i, —BZiZE 2RV, LrL, [BEABFEDTFX b
OFMR] T, FERNGFBREIOBRDO: DI ES & B3ZhRM» %
EZZTAHDE, DEDDAABRZITL 3L BbNS,

ek, BUIRAF—BHEEEINIDE I LEET F X FDFMBDT:
DICREETHL LI ERERBHZ L, 20631, WETHLHMR
WADRNZAF =< %2525 L REBHETNER, v HERiHLND
ZE%Ehot k5B S (Carrell, 1984), %7z, X S5I—HBEAAAT,
[« B « RFEZEC TEBEDOBESE TH 5 HFOXLHE RAHR
REMZIERBCHEZ ZATHL 2 eBNEE N 5 |(BEBKESE LT
SRR N —7, 19921 70) LI FEBBEEINDIIELE L HD, Ll
BRTRZELRVWIEDV LD, EEFEOTEACBL TR, KA LT
ARCAF =252 TH5ILBTERY, tWIILTHDE, AF—7
EEZTH 0 A ERAVEZBERBEDEIZFOBY)THAIH, TDLS5%%
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B RIS L RBREN OB LIcFS T 25 5 i3, BEETIRS
CEPTERV, RS %6, AF—<VRBEEEOHEBRO X > %
bOTH->T, WOLRBEDXEDHERICE > THIE, MBiwikLTH
ENBLOCRDEVIRIEREZ T b B (XIEEFHH, personal
communication), &5 VM EDi, ZOMIELET ZRERAF—~i, FEE
HBTHo> T, ZFEENMTRHEI THAITRTOXEOHNEAF—T %
HETEZ2TBLIEBTRTRER EVWS ZEThHD, FBELAF—<RTFT
bEZ I ETIEATARERY, FELFRIPFEIRLIIETIEAKR
Rz e, BOTHEOBODRATIRZ»S S5, RETR, HEHFH
THEHEESZ 5L bEERBEFO—WHARALREZ, w3 ERE,
ERBRBBEOEXROTFHEREL SPPEML TEEEZ D,

% L OMFELRT & 5 WKHAEGEOFMED F Zlanguage problemTH 3 &
THhiE, lower-level processingDREI D H B L~V IKETHIE, H2EEH
B, B—SREOFRBTEDLONIA NI TV —BEEZHBD 2 2 EBTFE
And, Brihid, FEEOFRNEFEHRNOALIFET 01, HE
THMPBFET FAMDAF—2E5Z2TLES>Z2LEDbL 3, FlIziE
Ef¥ T Y28 L Tlanguage ability* A L3 ¥ X5 L T3EATH S &
SkEbhd,

AWFEIS, EROBAEEEZI LB LAF —<OEEEEITo 1D 2
BHOBICEb 1208, o MOBAEH L TORWEL, 2BEOE
BRI AIT-o D, b TAELHENBTENE, TLTHLOEED
BMRL DBk ERDNS, 7, LETHlRANG, R SERE
HOBECEL TR, HL FTHHRGBE 2, S S5CRPEMICb 3%
A RBLETH D,
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HRE# [ReadingiZ B 1) % Pre-readingiEE B3 3 KRR E R | [BF¥HEMEILE
H75] 1993 : 55-79,

APPENDIX
Warm-up Sheet A
WROBE(TNVT 7y MACEATHET) 2RZTTFE W, TRTRIZH TR H
ECTT, HAlks, PIXSEHBEKINEIDEHSTF 2y 7 LTFE N,

appointed ¥H®D

appropriate HYlk SE¥bLwn

author= writer %¥#

bewildered= puzzled ML 7

blossoms  (RD) €

brilliant Bi3 W, WFEL——mutediZ-> & L7z
conference £

convinced #ELT: HEL:
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emphasize FHFT 5
evaluate f{E¥¥%§2 Ffid 2
expression i
fortunate= lucky &%
fresh from... ~®5KEHD
hesitant=72 5V H D cf. hesitate 7zH 55
inference #E#l cf. infer ##HIT 2
inthat... ~&WIEKT, ~EWwHRT
landscape &
less than= far from... ~YZATiEZ&w
misty % (mist) Orh o7
moss & (Z1F)
muted ¥ o & Liz——brilliant #HF%
pleased= happy
preference #F# cf. prefer D &iFdr
professor #i%
prospect RiA#, AJHEM: [pro (%) +spect (R3)]
remark= say §J
share —#WIZFFD [EBFIZFD ex. We share the same opinion.
shower IZbFW
statement= comment, words cf. state B3 T
wince U3t UA<S
(B3]
These clothes are not appropriate for a cold winter day.
The country people were really bewildered by so many cars.
Japanese people like cherry blossoms very much.
The water was brilliant in the sunshine.
I attended an international conference for the first time.
I was now convinced that he was guilty.
The teacher emphasized the importance of making effort.
How do you evaluate his ability?
Look at his serious expression. He does not have a sense of humor.
This bread is fresk from the oven.
My inference that he is not guilty is drawn from evidence.
Men are different from animals iz that they can think and speak.
The hills and the rivers form a beautiful landscape.
[ have a preference for fish over meat.
There is not much prospect of his success.
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I certainly share your feelings.
On my way home, I was caught in a shower .
He made an amazing statement that he had killed his father.

Warm-up Sheet B
BRDA 5 A NI, RO, 3233 2 DOMEEBLZETRELI- VDO TT, DXL
KOWTHBEZ 3, BIURS L IA%HEK (AEET) Brisn,

ol s AN
2
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et 2 XY L R L T
RE 2 BN v war s v a00s 0 10000 12482024 4 wian
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) S P
WROXES, WARM UP SHEET 2 £2ZIC LR B SFHA CHEHBEL, TORBEELDIL
FHFLAHA TR, BARCENLABTOBRBESF = v 7 2TV ET,

The author, fresh from a conference in Tokyo where Japanese professors had
emphasized the preference of the people of Japan for simple natural settings of rocks,
moss, and water and of muted greens and misty ethereal landscapes, visited the
Katsura Imperial Gardens in Kyoto. At the appointed time of the tour a young
Japanese guide approached the group of 20 waiting Americans and remarked how
fortunate it was that the day was cloudy. This brought hesitant smiles to the group
who were less than pleased at the prospect of a shower. The guide’s next statement
was that the timing of the midsummer visit was particularly appropriate in that the
azalea and rhododendron blossoms were gone and the trees had not yet turned to their
brilliant fall colors. The group laughed loudly, now convinced that the young man
had a fine sense of humor. I winced at his bewildered expression, realizing that had
I come before attending the conference I, also evaluating the weather as “not very
good,” would have shared the group’s inference that he could not be serious.

KZXP « FRPBLCERDIdea Unit
BUEHRARXEONEZBWIELT, UTOHEMIE, B2XFLLIEIRE Y,
1 HETEEIFECAEHZTLOVLELLL?

HEAERIC / BEAZ BFLED L/ R0 AR E Fl
2 HBET, HEAXA FiREd, @28, MEEugLiod?
BT/ ABEBHLOT,/EE
3 ZREHLTT7 AU A ARITERAZ2EG, E3RIGLELI»?
M/ BDEI>T/ELL VDT BHEEEST
4 REZHEATA FEAEEL, ii2FuElion?
. OB TES LY TERRWL HEREZROT /s EbLwy
5 ZFRENMLTT AV A AKRTERIUEZEY, Y5RIGLELLS?
TP BT/ EoT
6 ZOPYLDVERTHT, EHFRAREIBELLH»?
L/ EBORMC,/ KT s /BRb /25851235
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