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The 2008 U. S. Presidential Campaign from a Marketing Perspective 

Part 3: The Branding of Candidate ‘Obama’ in the General Election Campaign 
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� � [ #��M�#Z\£¤ 

54 77 21 46 47 43 44 42 

� (a) ¥ (b) ����11   ����3 ����6 ����9 ����12 ����17 

� ���2008 Exit polls sponsored by the 2008 National Exit Pool and conducted by Edison Media Research/Mitofsky International . 

� � � � � Handout at the American Enterprise Institute’s Election Watch 2008, Session 10, November 6, 2008, Washington, DC. 
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<4Í�1�T	¥��F-�

<·¸¹4@qk !!pY�e�B)�)|

�4�A1�*
?£<st����À4(�

/�	'/4)Õ�&�%��[¸<zxJ¾

7���T	¥<lm?[¸<èÑ©Ô��mO

<[à{��[\�S+U4�"#)�A1#

&ê�¬?Q&B 
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mo�4 �þ< Kerry ��4Í�	â*)��

Q&-<<�{|F)123����<ÃÄ4

Í�1 30%Hè��G5�!�d¥	1�&B
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�Q&B*
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� � {"� 1960 �G�<������<

ÅNr��(�/(popular votes, PV)u{��r�

��'( (electoral votes, EV)u<��!��)


-<�Q&B�����MaineÅe�J#
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xJ(winner-takes-all)u<Û�Èú!xA1�&
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� 2008���²³�r���<��k6PuF
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Florida��F#4 ObamaRS< Tampae�M
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k4w£¤kôäÅ�?£Å(battleground states)�
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r-.eYó(sensible center)uF��	�C<

�O�wB"!s%&B 

� ÎÏ<���T<|�? Obama ÃÄ4ÏA


<��Bush��`[4]�&vJF�Obama

<stÑÒÓ©Ô�Q&BF#4wRust Belt 

states�F��	&jhY�¿��jh��¹<
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�GH< Obama <��ß<àáâ?�]��
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B*
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� ������

� ·¸¹i¡<�aJF4�2008�4å-C<

�a!/#-� 100 <8Èk�<ÃÄÄB!

2004�FÍÎ)
_½ 224�&F�¾<��e

ÄB?�¥	
BT<_½�-�|�JF<�

*�*e�¬<Ù�!$%1 Obama ���Ã

Ä?�%1�&TF?��&B_p��O�&

@(6��23�ÃÄ?b�4eA1�&B 

�2000 ��¥ 2007 �4�d1å-�¯?�%


 100��� 2004�Kerry=37% Bush=63%�

¥�2008� Obama=43% McCain=56%���

��ÃÄ?�B 

�2000 ��¥ 2007 �4�d1å-�¯?oA


 100��� 2004�Kerry=55% Bush=43%�

¥�2008� Obama=56% McCain=43%F�Ã

ÄÄB�sãe)B 

�å-�U¹i¡/?� 100 ��� 2004 �

Kerry=56% Bush=43%�¥�2008�Obama=61% 

McCain=38%�����ÃÄ?�B 
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��� �����	
������������� ������������Popolar Votes %, Electoral Votes** �

 2008 2004 2000 1996 1992 1988 

 D R EV D R EV D R EV D R I EV D R I EV D R EV 

53 46 538 48 51 538 48.4 47.9 538 49 41 8 538 43 37 19 538 46 53 538 

 D= 365  D= 252  D= 266   D= 379   D= 370  D= 111 TOTAL 

 R= 173  R= 286  R= 271   R= 159   R= 168  R= 426 

other EV     PV      EV                Bentsen     *1 

Alabama 39 60 9 37 62 9 42 57 9 43 50 6 9 41 48 11 9 40 59 9 

Alaska 36 62 3 36 61 3 28 59 3 33 51 11 3 30 40 28 3 36 60 3 

Arizona 45 54 10 44 55 10 45 51 8 47 44 8 8 37 40 24 8 39 60 7 

Arkansas 39 59 6 45 54 6 46 51 6 54 37 8 6 53 36 10 6 42 56 6 

California 61 37 55 54 44 55 53 42 54 51 38 7 54 46 33 21 54 48 51 47 

Colorado 53 46 9 47 52 9 42 51 8 44 46 7 8 40 36 23 8 45 53 8 

Connecticut 60 39 7 54 44 7 56 38 8 53 35 10 8 42 36 22 8 47 52 8 

Delaware 61 38 3 53 46 3 55 42 3 52 37 11 3 44 35 20 3 44 56 3 

DC 93 7 3 89 9 3 85 9 *2 85 9 2 3 85 9 4 3 83 14 3 

Florida 51 48 27 47 52 27 49 49 25 48 42 9 25 39 41 20 25 39 61 21 

Georgia 47 52 15 41 58 15 43 55 13 46 47 6 13 44 43 13 13 40 60 12 

Hawaii 72 27 4 54 45 4 56 38 4 57 32 8 4 48 37 14 4 54 45 4 

Idaho 36 62 4 30 68 4 28 67 4 34 52 13 4 28 42 27 4 36 62 4 

Illinois 62 37 21 55 44 21 55 43 22 54 37 8 22 49 34 17 22 49 51 24 

Indiana 50 49 11 39 60 11 41 57 12 42 47 11 12 37 43 20 12 40 60 12 

Iowa 54 45 7 49 50 7 49 48 7 50 40 9 7 43 37 19 7 55 45 8 

Kansas 41 57 6 37 62 6 37 58 6 36 54 9 6 34 39 27 6 43 56 7 

Kentucky 41 57 8 40 60 8 41 57 8 46 45 9 8 45 41 14 8 44 56 9 

Louisiana 40 59 9 42 57 9 45 53 9 52 40 7 9 46 41 12 9 44 54 10 

Maine 58 40 4 54 45 4 49 44 4 52 31 14 4 39 30 30 4 44 55 4 

Maryland 61 38 10 56 43 10 57 40 10 54 38 7 10 50 36 14 10 48 51 10 

Massachusetts 62 36 12 62 37 12 60 33 12 62 28 9 12 48 29 23 12 53 45 13 

Michigan 57 41 17 51 48 17 51 46 18 52 39 9 18 44 36 19 18 46 54 20 

Minnesota 54 44 10 51 48 10 48 46 10 51 35 12 10 44 32 24 10 53 46 10 

Mississippi 43 56 6 40 59 6 41 58 7 44 49 6 7 41 50 9 7 39 60 7 

Missouri 49 49 11 46 53 11 47 50 11 48 41 10 11 44 34 22 11 48 52 11 

Montana 47 50 3 39 59 3 33 58 3 41 44 14 3 38 35 26 3 46 52 4 

Nebraska 41 57 5 33 66 5 33 62 5 35 54 11 5 29 47 24 5 39 60 5 

Nevada 55 43 5 48 50 5 46 50 4 44 43 10 4 37 35 26 4 38 59 4 

N.Hampshire 54 45 4 50 49 4 47 48 4 49 39 10 4 39 38 23 4 36 62 4 

New Jersey 57 42 15 53 46 15 56 40 15 54 36 9 15 43 41 16 15 43 56 16 

New Mexico 57 42 5 49 50 5 48 48 5 49 42 6 5 46 37 16 5 47 52 5 

New York 62 37 31 58 40 31 60 35 33 60 31 8 33 50 34 16 33 52 48 36 

N. Carolina 50 49 15 44 56 15 43 56 14 44 49 7 14 43 43 14 14 42 58 13 

North Dakota 45 53 3 36 63 3 33 61 3 40 47 12 3 32 44 23 3 43 56 3 

Ohio 51 47 20 49 51 20 46 50 21 47 41 11 21 40 38 21 21 44 55 23 

Oklahoma 34 66 7 34 66 7 38 60 8 40 48 11 8 34 43 23 8 41 58 8 

Oregon 57 41 7 51 47 7 47 47 7 47 39 9 7 43 33 24 7 51 47 7 

Pennsylvania 55 44 21 51 48 21 51 46 23 49 40 10 23 45 36 18 23 48 51 25 

Rhode Island 63 35 4 59 39 4 61 32 4 60 27 11 4 47 29 23 4 56 44 4 

S. Carolina 45 54 8 41 58 8 41 57 8 44 50 6 8 40 48 12 8 38 62 8 

South Dakota 45 53 3 38 60 3 38 60 3 43 47 10 3 37 41 22 3 47 53 3 

Tennessee 42 57 11 43 57 11 47 51 11 48 46 6 11 47 42 10 11 42 58 11 

Texas 44 56 34 38 61 34 38 59 32 44 49 7 32 37 41 22 32 43 56 29 

Utah 34 63 5 26 72 5 26 67 5 33 54 10 5 25 43 27 5 32 66 5 

Vermont 67 32 3 59 39 3 51 41 3 53 31 12 3 46 30 23 3 48 51 3 

Virginia 52 47 13 45 54 13 44 53 13 45 47 7 13 41 45 14 13 39 60 12 

Washington 58 41 11 53 46 11 50 45 11 50 37 9 11 43 32 24 11 50 49 10 

West Virginia 43 56 5 43 56 5 46 52 5 52 37 11 5 48 35 16 5 52 48 *5 

Winconsin 56 43 10 50 49 10 48 48 11 49 39 10 11 41 37 22 11 51 48 11 

Wyoming 33 65 3 29 69 3 28 68 3 37 50 12 3 34 40 26 3 38 61 3 

 2008 2004 2000 1996 1992 1988 

D ticket B. Obama J. Kerry A. Gore B. Clinton B. Clinton M. Dukakis 

 J. Biden J. Edwards J. Lieberman A. Gore A. Gore L. Bentsen 

R ticket J. McCain G. W. Bush G. W. Bush B. Dole G. Bush G. Bush 

 S. Palin D. Cheney D. Cheney J. Kemp D. Quayle D. Quayle 

I ticket (major)   R. Nader (Green) R. Perot (Reform) R. Perot (Independent)  

��� "Presidential Results by State," National Journal, 11/8/2008 issue, pp84-85.; and Presidential Elections 1789-2004, CQ Press, 2005. 
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1984 1980 1976 1972 1968 1964 1960 

D R EV D R I EV D R EV D R EV D R I EV D R EV D R EV 

41 59 538 41 51 7 538 50 48 538 38 61 538 42.7 43.4 13.5 538 61 39 538 49.7 49.5 537 

 D= 13   D= 49  D= 297  D= 17   D= 191  D= 486  D= 303 

 R= 525   R= 489  R= 240  R= 520   R= 301  R= 52  R= 219 

        Reagan     *1  Hospers      1  Wallace           46     Byrd(D)     15 

38 61 9 47 49 1 9 56 43 9 26 72 9 19 14 66 10 0 70 10 57 42 *6 

30 67 3 26 54 7 3 36 58 3 35 58 3 43 45 12 3 66 34 3 49 51 3 

33 66 7 28 61 9 6 40 56 6 32 65 6 35 55 10 5 50 50 5 44 56 4 

38 61 6 48 48 3 6 65 35 6 31 69 6 30 31 39 6 56 43 6 50 43 8 

41 58 47 36 53 9 45 48 49 45 42 55 45 45 48 7 40 59 41 40 50 50 32 

35 63 8 31 55 11 7 43 54 7 35 63 7 41 51 8 6 61 38 6 45 55 6 

39 61 8 39 48 12 8 47 52 8 40 59 8 50 44 6 8 68 32 8 54 46 8 

40 60 3 45 47 7 3 52 47 3 40 60 3 42 45 13 3 61 39 3 51 49 3 

85 14 3 75 13 9 3 82 17 3 78 22 3 82 18 0 3 86 15 3 X X 0 

35 65 21 39 56 5 17 52 47 17 28 72 17 31 41 29 14 51 49 14 49 52 10 

40 60 12 56 41 2 12 67 33 12 25 75 12 27 30 43 12 46 54 12 63 37 12 

44 55 4 45 43 11 4 51 48 4 38 63 4 60 39 2 4 79 21 4 50 50 3 

26 72 4 25 67 6 4 37 59 4 26 64 4 31 57 13 4 51 49 4 46 54 4 

43 56 24 42 50 7 26 48 50 26 41 59 26 44 47 9 26 60 41 26 50 50 27 

38 62 12 38 56 5 13 46 53 13 33 66 13 38 50 11 13 56 44 13 45 55 13 

46 53 8 39 51 9 8 49 50 8 41 58 8 41 53 6 9 62 38 9 43 57 10 

33 66 7 33 58 7 7 45 53 7 30 68 7 35 55 10 7 54 45 7 39 60 8 

39 60 9 48 49 2 9 53 46 9 35 63 9 38 44 18 9 64 36 9 46 54 10 

38 61 10 46 51 2 10 52 46 10 28 65 10 28 24 48 10 43 57 10 50 29 10 

39 61 4 42 46 10 4 48 49 4 39 62 4 55 43 2 4 69 31 4 43 57 5 

47 53 10 47 44 8 10 53 47 10 37 61 10 44 42 15 10 66 35 10 54 46 9 

48 51 13 42 42 15 14 56 40 14 54 45 14 63 33 4 14 76 23 14 60 40 16 

40 59 20 43 49 7 21 46 52 21 42 56 21 48 42 10 21 67 33 21 51 49 20 

50 50 10 47 43 9 10 55 42 10 46 52 10 54 42 4 10 64 36 10 51 49 11 

37 62 7 48 49 1 7 50 48 7 20 78 7 23 14 64 7 13 87 7 36 25 8 

40 60 11 44 51 4 12 51 48 12 38 62 12 44 45 11 12 64 36 12 50 50 13 

38 61 4 32 57 8 4 45 53 4 38 58 4 42 51 7 4 59 41 4 49 51 4 

29 71 5 26 66 7 5 39 59 5 30 71 5 32 60 8 5 53 47 5 38 62 6 

32 66 4 27 63 7 3 46 50 3 36 64 3 39 48 13 3 59 41 3 51 49 3 

31 69 4 28 58 13 4 44 55 4 35 64 4 44 52 4 4 64 36 4 47 53 4 

39 60 16 39 52 8 17 48 50 17 37 62 17 44 46 9 17 66 34 17 50 49 16 

39 60 5 37 55 6 4 48 51 4 37 61 4 40 52 8 4 59 40 4 50 49 4 

46 54 36 44 47 8 41 52 48 41 41 59 41 50 44 5 43 69 31 43 53 47 45 

38 62 13 47 49 3 13 55 44 13 29 70 13 29 40 31 *12 56 44 13 52 48 14 

34 65 3 26 64 8 3 46 52 3 36 62 3 38 56 6 4 58 42 4 45 55 4 

40 59 23 41 52 6 25 49 49 25 38 60 25 43 45 12 26 63 37 26 47 53 25 

31 69 8 35 61 3 8 49 50 8 24 74 8 32 48 20 8 56 44 8 41 59 *7 

44 56 7 39 48 10 6 48 48 6 42 52 6 44 50 6 6 64 36 6 47 53 6 

46 53 25 43 50 6 27 50 48 27 39 59 27 48 44 8 29 65 35 29 51 49 32 

48 52 4 48 37 14 4 55 44 4 47 53 4 64 32 4 4 81 19 4 64 36 4 

36 64 8 48 49 2 8 56 43 8 28 71 8 30 38 32 8 41 59 8 51 49 8 

37 63 3 32 61 7 4 49 50 4 46 54 4 42 53 5 4 56 44 4 42 58 4 

42 58 11 48 49 2 10 56 43 10 30 68 10 28 38 34 11 56 45 11 46 53 11 

36 64 29 41 55 3 26 51 48 26 33 66 26 41 40 19 25 63 37 25 51 49 24 

25 75 5 21 73 5 4 34 62 4 26 68 4 37 57 6 4 55 45 4 45 55 4 

41 58 3 38 44 15 3 43 54 3 37 63 3 44 53 3 3 66 34 3 41 59 3 

37 62 12 40 53 5 12 48 49 12 30 68 *11 33 43 24 12 54 46 12 47 52 12 

43 56 10 37 50 11 9 46 50 *8 39 57 9 47 45 7 9 62 37 9 48 51 9 

45 55 6 50 45 4 6 58 42 6 36 64 6 50 41 10 7 68 32 7 53 47 8 

45 54 11 43 48 7 11 49 48 11 44 53 11 44 48 8 12 62 38 12 48 52 12 

28 71 3 28 63 7 3 40 59 3 31 69 3 36 56 9 3 57 43 3 45 55 3 

1984 1980 1976 1972 1968 1964 1960 

W. Mondale J. Carter J. Carter G. McGovern H. Humphrey L. Johnson J. F. Kennedy 

G. Ferraro W. Mondale W. Mondale R. Shriver E. Muskie H. Humphrey L. Johnson 

R. Reagan R. Reagan G. Ford R. Nixon R. Nixon B. Goldwater R. Nixon 

G. Bush G. Bush B. Dole S. Agnew S. Agnew W. Miller B. Goldwater 

 
J. Anderson 

(Independent) 
  

G. Wallace (American 
Independent) 
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�å-65RG5<��¹�¯i¡/?��100

��� 2004�Kerry=40% Bush=59%�¥�2008

�Obama=43% McCain=56%�����ÃÄ?

�B 

�2004����å-Kerry4��)
·¸¹i

¡/?�� 100 ��� 2004 � Kerry=70% 

Bush=29% � ¥ � 2008 � Obama=75% 

McCain=24%�����ÃÄ?�B 

�2004����å- Bush4��)
·¸¹i

¡/?�� 100 ��� 2004 � Kerry=15% 

Bush=84% � ¥ � 2008 � Obama=19% 

McCain=79%�����ÃÄ?�B 

�å-@(?&� 100��� 2004�Kerry=52% 

Bush=47% � ¥ � 2008 � Obama=56% 

McCain=43%�����ÃÄ?�B 

�å-@(?&#��� 95%G5?O�< 100

��� 2004�Kerry=40% Bush=59%�¥�2008

�Obama=35% McCain=63%��23�ÃÄ?

�B 

�å-@(?�� 100��� 2004�Kerry=49% 

Bush=50% � ¥ � 2008 � Obama=54% 

McCain=45%�����ÃÄ?�B 
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��²³�������%â 1970 �8�â<

Carter [¸4�&·¸¹[:ó¡¡<�U45
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Ä��80�8G����]^FTÛÜT]Ø�è
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Reagan ÃÄ�Fec	�¼B��E&wReagan 

Democrats�!n¼23�[:<¥"�Q&B 

� C<æ<}[¸��·¸¹[:F���J�

Ék_`!�aF�&B90 �8< Clinton [¸

��û���]ÉFYó¦§É<&']^�2

3�F<[³4´)-cBó�æ�+9�Ï°
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B*
f Bush [¸�����©ª{��[
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)
 Karl Rove<r500_`9�u&'��

e�® Blue AmericaF Red America<_`!á

®�&TF���46®B#£¤4�A1��

É]^��6
)#�dã)
B 

� Obama�[¸��T<_`<[\!¯J°%�

L¬K����¯�¬Ne�M�ijkÛ�K@
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9�²§!n�)1�&BstF)1��¯´
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�4]�&TU|4�%�Bush[¸4�A1`
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<Ó2�wObama Republicans (Obamacans)�<g
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¹6<8�e�����[:º¡<ÜÝ?+A
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� T	4�¤ðke+�F²ðke+�<ú�
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wYó%É(center-right)�!`A
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�� Reagan<�hm�¹!³óÑ�)�û[ô
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�o��F)1�&BObama <·¸¹ó¡��

{ºke��[à4�a»d¥	& New Deal

[:F���J-�¼)Ú F.D. Roosevelt?ª�

<�)�·¸¹6<X8!�®�#+�o
F

���H»B<·¸¹i¡ab4{�1��J
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