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Average
Overall job approval rating
President and approval for handling the
term in office average® economy
% %
Reagan 1 50 13
Reagan 11 55 47
G.H.W. Bush 59 a5
Clinton I 49 15
Clinton II 60 69
G.W. Bush 1 63 52
G.W. Bush II 10 11
Obama I 50 41
Obama I 15 38

approval rating

foreign affairs

Average
for handling

%

Source: Jefferey M. Jones, “Obama Job Approval Tops Economy, Foreign Affairs Ratings:
Pattern has existed throughout his second term in office, “ Gallup.com., 21 August 2014.
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Barack Obama's Quarterly Job Approval Averages
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Source: Jeffery M. Jones, “Obama Averages 41.5% Job Approval in His 23rd Quarter: Among
the lowest quarterly averages of his presidency, “ Gallup.com., 20 October 2014.
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Gallup's U.S. Economic Confidence Index -- Weekly Averages, 2008-2014
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COUNTRY  INCOME SINCE 2000
Britain +19.7%
Canada 18.7
Ireland 16.2
Netherlands 13.9
Spain 4.1
Germany 1.4

Source: David Leonhardt and Kevin Quealy, “The
Upshot: Losing the Lead: The American Middle Class Is
No Longer the World’s Richest,”"New York Times online,
22 April 2014.
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First-hand Source: Royce Carroll, Jeff Lewis, James Lo, Nolan McCarthy, Keith Poole, and Howard Rosenthal,

Voteview.com.

Source for Citation: Drew DeSilver, “The polarized Congress of today has its roots in the 1970s,” Pew Research Center,
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Congressional Productivity

Laws enacted by each Congress through Sept. 22
of final year of its two-year term, by type

Ceremonial Substantive

113th
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112th
2011-2012
111th
2009-2010
110th

41
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80

2005-2006
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2003-2004

2001-2002

106th
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1005.1008

163

61

o«

w
o

[5]
w

Sources: Library of Congress’ THOMAS website;
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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