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The correlation between plan and sin in The Scarlet Letter
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By thy first step awry, thou didst plant the
germ of evil; but,since that moment,it has
all been a dark necessity...Let the black

flower blossom as it may! Now go thy ways,
and deal as thou wilt with yonder man. (CE
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They grew out of his heart, and typify, it
may be, some hideous secret that was
buried with him, and which he had done
better to confess during his lifetime. (131)
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"Wherefore not; since all the powers of

nature call so earnestly for the confession of

sin, that these black weeds have sprung up

out of a buried heart, to make manifestan

outspoken crime?"'(131)
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Would not the earth, quickened to an evil
purpose by the sympathy of his eye, greet
him with poisonous shrubs, of species
hitherto unknown, that would start up
under his fingers? (175)
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Would he not suddenly sink into the earth,
leaving a barren and blasted spot, where, in
due course of time, would be seen deadly
henbane, and

nightshade, dogwood,

whatever else of vegetable wickedness the

climate could produce, all flourishing with



hideous luxuriance? (175-76)
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All his strength and energy—all his vital
and intellectual force—seemed at once to
desert him; insomuch that he positively
withered up, shrivelled away,and almost
vanished from mortal sight, like an
uprooted weed that lies wilting in the sun.

(260)
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For the sake of the minister's health, and to
enable the leech to gather plants with
healing balm in them, they took long walks
on the sea-shore, or in the forest; mingling
various talk with the plash and murmur of
the waves, and the solemn wind-anthem

among the tree-tops. (123)
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..there had been such commixture, and, as
it were, adultery of wvarious vegetable
species, that the production was no longer of
God's making, but the monstrous offspring
of man's depraved fancy, glowing with only

an evil mockery of beauty. (CE X110)
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