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Internal Migration Trends in Japan: Migration of New Graduates from
High School and the Other Migration

Kenji TANI
Dept. Geography, Saitama Univ.

This study explains the migration trends between metropolitan areas and non-metropolitan areas in Japan
since the 1970s. The result of the analysis are summarized as follows:

(1) Migration trends of those who go to college

Most of the migrants who go to college have directed to the metropolitan areas since the 1970s. But
between the mid-1970s and the mid-1980s the migration to metropolitan areas decreased by the location policy
of institution of higher education. After the mid-1980s migration to the metropolitan areas increased because
of the expénsion of the cohort size and the political reaction to this.

(2) Labour migration trends of new graduates from high school

Although most of labour migration of new graduates have also directed to the metropolitan areas since the

1960s, the amount of the migrants have decreased during the decade of the 1970s and the early 1990s. The
reasons of this trend are the rise in the ratio of going to college and the decrease of recruitment from the
non-metropolitan areas by the manufacturing industry in the metropolitan areas.

(3) The other migration trends

The inflow composed of the transfer migration into the metropolitan areas decreased during the early 1970s
and the second half of 1980s. During the former period the oil crisis happened and those who change one's job
decreased. ' During the latter period the decrease of the cohort size of 20-34 years old influenced the trend.
The outflow composed of the transfer migration and the return migration from the metropolitan areas are
influenced by the previous inflow to the metropolitan areas.
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