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A cohort analysis of changes in commuting patterns in the Tokyo
metropolitan area, 1990s

~ Kenji TANI
Dept. Geography, Saitama Univ.

Although the number of commuting worker to the central Tokyo had increased since the rapid economic
growth period (1960s), " according to the latest 2000 population census, it decreased in the late 1990s. The
purpose of this study is to explain the factors affecting this decrease using commuting data by age in the
census. The results of the analysis is summarized as follows.

(1) The depression of the conventional life-cycle model of intra-metropolitan migration

Although major migration patterns in Tokyo metropolitan area has been in-migration to the central Tokyo for
employment in youth and the dispersion to the suburbs after marriage working in the central Tokyo since -1 960
s, this patterns get weak in 1990s. This originated from the following three factors: first, in-flow to the
central Tokyo from the outside of Tokyo metropolitan area has been decreasing since 1970s; second, the
demand for larger residential space is weakened by the decline in marriage rates and the tendency to marry
later; third, the supply of high-rise condominiums in the central Tokyo has been increasing since late 1990s.
(2) Trend of the women's commuting pattern

The trend of women's commuting pattern deffers by age. The percentage of commuters from the suburb to
the central Tokyo is increasing in 30s and reversely decreasing in 20s. As a result, the total number of
women commuter from suburb to the central Tokyo have not changed in 1990's.

(3) The effect of the depression after the bubble economy

The rise of the unemployment ratio and the non-labor force ratio is one of the factors of the decrease of
commuting worker to the central Tokyo. The short-distance commuting is increasing because of the increase of
the part-time employment and decrease of the full-time employment.



