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An Approach to Music Appreciation Classes Focusing on Understanding of Musical Structure:
Using a verification class with cooperation by an attached elementary school
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SUMMARY

An Approach to Music Appreciation Classes Focusing on Understanding of Musical Structure:
Using a verification class with cooperation by an attached elementary school

Faculty of Education, Saitama University

Makoto ITO

Elementary School, Attached to Saitama University

Takuji KAWAKAMI  Shinya HASHIMOTO

On June 16 and June 21, 2011, we carried out a music appreciation verification class using Mozart's Horn Concerto No.
1, First Movement with the cooperation of the elementary school attached to Saitama University. The same class content
was used on both days (including class flow). Fourth-grade students participated on the 16t and fifth-grade students
participated on the 21+,

In adherence to the spirit of the revisions to the Teaching Guidelines, we had students listen for "Musical Structure" (B
Appreciation (1) b) and Common Subject Matter A (a) Timbre and Melody and (b) Repetition and Variation, and asked
them to discern the "beauty of the work of music" created through the workings of these elements. Then, we set the
objective of the material to "Understand the characteristics of Horn Concerto No. 1, First Movement by grasping the
musical structure while appreciating the mood of the piece."

Considering the effective use of visual materials, we planned and prepared the class while envisioning three stages of
listening: (1) Feeling Stage (memory of main melodies); (2) Deepening Listening Stage (grasp of structural elements,
hearing the timbres of the horn and violins); and (3) Appreciation Stage (grasp of the piece as a whole). This paper
reveals a certain level of progress (learning retention rate) based on the results of learning worksheets collected at the
end of the class, mainly regarding whether students were able to listen and pick up the main melodies, and whether

they could explain how to listen to the piece of music.

Keywords: Concerto, Appreciation instruction, Common subject matter, Verification class, Learning worksheets
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