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The Historical Background of the Issue of Music Lessons for Cross-cultural Understanding
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SUMMARY

The Historical Background of the Issue of Music Lessons for Cross-cultural Understanding

Faculty of Education, Saitama University

Shoichi YAGI Mitsuko ISODA

Following the trend toward internationalization, music lessons for cross-cultural understanding in schools have been
increasing since the mid 1990’s. In these lessons, the goal is mostly to learn some characteristics of musical elements as
well as context of ethnic music in Japan and other countries.

This paper discusses previous researches which were published after 1990 in order to clarify features of theories and
practices of music lesson for cross-cultural understanding. As a result of this discussion, the following four issues can be
pointed out regarding theories and practices: (1) although music educators set a goal to understanding cultural contexts,
there is lack of theory regarding how to teach about other cultures; (2) music educators tend to use mostly traditional
music as their material and not teach contemporary ethnic music such as world music learn music dividing our music
and other music which is traditional Japanese music and music of other countries. It is necessary to define what is our
music or others music in Japanese and world beat; (3) in some cases children are taught separate our music from the
music of others, for example Japanese music and music from other countries. It is necessary to define what is our music
or others’ music in Japanese school classroom; (4) the limitations of the concept of cultural relativism as a base upon
which many theories and practices have been founded.

In order to improve the issues outlined above, this paper suggests an idea of music lessons for cross-cultural
understanding using the networking theory which has been observed as the social movement after the 1980’s. The
character of this idea is that people can recognize others as partners to create new culture in the process interacting with
others of different cultures. The networking theory holds the possibility to make music lesson for cross-cultural

understanding.

Keywords: cross-cultural understanding, ethnic music, traditional music, cultural relativism, networking



