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{Summary)

Analytical Approach to the Bank Inspection during
the Late Stage of Meiji Period
— Recognition of the Finance Authority to Bank

Inspection seen through the Discourse —

OE Seiichi

The purpose of this research note is to trace the history of the recognition of the Finance
authority to Bank inspection seen through the discourse. Analytical materials are copies of
speeches at the meeting of the Bankers Association by high officials of the Finance authority.

To put the speeches in order concerning the Bank inspection, I set six categories, “deposi-
tor protection”, “maintenance of credit function”, “function of fund supply”, “management of
banks”, “professional ethics”, “internal audit”. The first three categories are an element which
consists of the concept of public nature of banking, and the last three categories are a concept to
which the Finance authority attaches a high value.

The above mentioned orderly disposition is for the quantitative understanding, but in order
to analyze qualitatively, it should be required to see the contents of the discourse. To analyze the
contents accurately, it is required to approach from a macro economic aspect considering the
Japanese-Sino War and the Japanese-Russo War as disturbing factors of the economy in the era.

The results of the qualitative analysis are as follows;

1) Recognition of the effects of the Japanese-Russo War on the bank management is different
between the Finance Ministry and the Bank of Japan. The former had a conservative opin-
ion, but the latter was faced with a dilemma between their position as fund supplier and as
supervisory authority. '

2) Continuity of the basic idea among all-time finance ministers is evident, especially their
recognition about the vulnerability of small banks and the effectiveness of bank consolida-
tion.

3) Definite change of the contents of discourse could not be found throughout the two wars.
The recognition of the Finance authority for the effectiveness of the bank inspection is still

not clear, but the awareness of the efficacy of the individual instruction by bank inspection is

clear. The future task would be to analyze how the Finance authority's recognition was reflected
in the practice of bank inspection. '

Keywords: Bank inspection, the Finance authority, muddle of banks, Bankers Assaciation
3.
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