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{Summary)

The Chinese Boycott of Japanese Goods in the Late 1920’s and Kinyokai

Yuuichi Yagisawa

Starting with the Jinan affair in May 1928, the Chinese boycott of Japanese goods was sys-
tematically organized and continuously developed, causing enormous damage to Japanese mer-
chants doing business in Shanghai at the time.

In response to this, the Japan chamber of Commerce and Industry in Shanghai took the lead
to establish an organization named “Kinyokai,” whose objectives were to study the boycott and
take effective counter-measures. On the basis of reports from individual Japanese merchant
groups, the organization discussed how to deal with the situation, while making a petition to the
Japanese government for necessary supports and interventions.

Notably, the Kinyokai was sensitive enough to the change of actual economy in planning its
activity, which addressed the benefit of small and medium-sized Japanese businesses. Further-
more, the organization also sought a way to secure the cooperation of the Japanese Navy as part
of preventive measures against the seizure of Japanese goods.

In 1929, the Kinyokai began to issue its bulletin, “Shanghai hainikka jitujon” (Kinyokai pam-
phlet), in order to educate Japanese merchants in Japan about the Chinese boycott and call for
their further support and understanding. The same intention was also observed in the speech
made by Monkichi Yonesato, Chair of the Japan chamber of Commerce and Industry in Shanghai,
upon his return to Japan.

Finally, it seems that the Kinyokai took two measures to handle the Chinese boycott: 1) to
address the benefit of small and medium-sized Japanese businesses in Shanghai, and 2) to elicit
cooperation from the Japanese Navy.

Keywords: The Chinese boycott of Japanese goods, Kinyokai, (the) benefit of small and medium-sized Japa-
nese businesses, cooperation from the Japanese Navy
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