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{Summary)

Fundamental Problems in Modern Pedagogics

SHIBATA Katsumasa

This paper examines the four most essential theories and concepts as ‘hypotheses’ to identify
the educational reform in the historical development of the modern world. The first ‘hypothesi

LT

s’ is Alvin Toffler’'s “Third Wave*“ theory (1980). It predicted a fundamental change starting with
‘IT revolution.” The second is the “Overproduction crisis” theory, found in Karl Marx’s “Das Ka
pital”. In order to avoid this crisis the global capitalism is obliged to continuously ‘invent’ tricky
policies. As the third hypothesis, the author selected psychiatrist Toshiro Sugiyama’s concept of
“Asperger”. Sugiyama claims that many of those who play important roles in our society have
so-called ‘pseudo-Asperger’ characteristics. Lastly, the “Reversal denouement kids” coined by
Takito Totsuka, a former primary school teacher, was examined. According to Totsuka, some
children around the age of 10 show a sudden dramatic development of academic performance.
With these four hypotheses in mind, this paper proposes a modern educational reform based on

the consciousness of the “plurality of the intellectual developments of the human individuals”.

Keywords: education reform, The third wave hypothesis, IT revolution, Overproduction panic, Asperger

hypothesis, Reversal denouement kids, plurality of the intellectual developments

53





