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(Summary)

Microeconomics and the Tohoku Disaster:

Sufferers’ Demands, Humanitarian Supply and Disaster Logistics

NAMIKAWA Hisashi

The Great East Japan Earthquake created several hundred thousand sufferers who were
living on public and private aids. What they needed was partly new to everyone because of the
incomparable scale of the disaster. However, some problems, for example discontent with too few
side dishes, were predictable from the experiences in the Great Hanshin Earthquake (1995). The
lack of knowledge about disaster aid commodities slowed the acceptance of precious foreign aid.
Also, as discussed abroad in the context of disaster logistics, economists could contribute to
inter-organizational coordination problems. Accumulation of information about sufferers’ de-
mands and related information would improve the situation in the future.

Keywords: Great East Japan Earthquake, sufferers’ demands, disaster logistics
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