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(Summary)

The Discussion about Gauge-Widening Plans
in the Meiji Era in Japan

OKIKAWA Yoshinobu

The aim of this paper is to examine the discussion regarding gauge-widening plans in the Meiji era in
Japan. The gauge-widening plan was realized for the first time in Japanese railway history when the
Tokaido Shinkansen line between Tokyo and Shin-Osaka was inaugurated on 1 October 1964. Nobuji
Sogo, the fourth president of Japan National Railways (JNR), had insisted on constructing a new
double-track Shinkansen. Masaru Inoue and Shinpei Goto had advocated construction of railway lines
based on the standard gauge of their time. Inoue was head of the Railway Directorate from 1871 to
1893, and Goto was appointed minister of communications as well as first director-general of the
Railway Agency in 1908. In this paper, we intend to make clear the features of the gauge- widening
plans in the Meiji era in Japan.
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