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The Verbs of Movement and the Cases
for the Locative Nouns in Modern Japanese

Yukihiko OKADA

In modern Japanese, “PLACE-kara” (‘Hakodate-kara kurv’) and
“PLACE-0” (‘kyoositu-o deru’) refer to the place where the relevant
movement starts, “PLACE-0” (‘kaigaNdoori-o aruku’) refers to the place in
which the movement is being made, “PLACE-made” (‘Otaru-made kuru’)
and “PLACE-ni/e” (‘ie-ni/e iku’) refer to the place where the movement ends,
and “PLACE-ni/e” (‘yado-ni/e mukau’) refer to the potential destination.
What kind of the interrelationship is seen between the cases of nouns denoting
place, and what kind of features of lexical meaning of verbs denoting
movement reveals themselves from these grammatical facts?

“PLACE-kara” denotes the staring place of movement and the course of its
movement is interpreted as a “line”, independently of the verbs co-occurring
with the noun. “PLACE-0” denotes the starting point or the point passed,
depending on the verbs co-occurring with the noun, and the starting or the
passing involved is interpreted as a “point”, that is “momentary”; this fact
reveals a feature of lexical meaning of the verbs. “PLACE-made” denotes the
ending place of movement and, when co-occurring with the verbs denoting
movement, interpreted as a “line”. “PLACE-ni/e” denotes the reaching point
(where the arrival is interpreted as a “point”) or a “potential destination”,
depending on the verbs co-occurring with that noun; this fact also reveals a
feature of lexical meaning of the verbs.

Key words: verbs of movement, locative nouns, cases
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