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Still Missing Her Unborn Baby: The Personal History of
a Woman in her Eighties who Experienced a Forced
Abortion when Seven Months Pregnant

Ai KUROSAKA

This is the life story of a woman in her 80s whose unborn baby was
one of the victims of the Leprosarium “Fetus Specimens Incident.”

The woman, “H,” was sent to Hoshizuka Keiai-en leprosarium when
she was 19 and got married in her early 20s to a man who was living in
the same facility. After H got pregnant, she and her husband escaped
the leprosarium and returned to her home island. With the support of
her relatives, H gave birth to the child and raised him there. However,
three years later, the local government enforced a segregation policy
mandated by the Leprosy Prevention Law, and H’s entire family was
imprisoned in Keiai-en again. At that time, H was in the seventh month
of her pregnancy but was coerced into an abortion by the medical staff
of the leprosarium.

H’s life story reveals that the abortion was compulsory event. It 1)
was unexplained, 2) misled her into believing that the abortion was
unavoidable, and 3) forced H to think that she rather than the
physicians or the leprosarium was responsible for taking the life of her
unborn baby.

H’s life story is a testimony to the cruel oppression that people with
histories of leprosy suffered under the leprosy segregation policy and
eugenics practices. At the same time, we can see how H battled and
survived this oppression.

After the establishment of leprosariums, in modern Japan, many
imprisoned female patients in the leprosariums were forced to have
abortions; however this memory is still a delicate subject for them to
testify. The life story and experiences of H that focus on the memory of
her unborn baby thus serve as a valuable source of clues to
understanding the history of forced abortions that were performed on
people with histories of leprosy.

Key words: leprosy (Hansen’s disease), eugenics policy, life story
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