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An Acceptance of Rock Music in the Early 70’s in Japan:
The Case Study of Urawa Rock & Roll Center

Tomoyuki MINEGISHI

In 1970, Urawa Rock & Roll Center (URC) was formed in Urawa City,
Saitama Prefecture to offer direct opportunity to youths of Urawa with
non-profit aim. When URC began to activate in 1970, Japanese society was
full of political strain of student movement and demonstration activities.

In the beginning of the 1970’s, rock music started to penetrate Japanese
mass society, and Japanese listeners react and accept this kind of British and
American popular culture.

Rock music has deep relationship with media like radio, records and
movies from its initial stage. With the progress of rock music in the 1970’s, it
was not just a consumer product for youth, but played central role of counter
culture for young generation.

This study clarify how rock music affected youth culture and its structure,
considering young person’s activities over URC. URC was formed by those
who gathered for anti-war movement and demonstration activities, and this
group was actively involved in counter culture scene.

Not Tokyo, the local city’s place “Urawa” reflects the standard situation of
youth Japanese of that period.

Key words: rock music, youth culture, the reproduction media
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