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Two Problems on the Era Names
Involved in Unpoiroha-syu

Masako NAGANUMA

Unpoiroha-syu, a Japanese medieval dictionary, has already lost its
original, only retaining a limited number of transcribed versions. This
dictionary has a large but specialized vocabulary of 17,000 words, and
is frequently cited in the classical literature. Its editor, his class and how
it was compiled are not clear. Only four copies, Seikado Bunko, Genki 2,
Tenshou 17, and Tenshou 15 are existent, belonging to the tradition of
old handwritten copies.

Several of the Unpoiroha Dicionary’s vocabulary entries have dual
small-letter notes parallel to them, which give lexical explanations.
Observing that these small-letter notes reflect more of the editor’s
attitude and purpose toward handwritten copying than main entries do,
I focused upon two era names recorded in the dual small-letter notes of
this dictionary.

In principle, there are three kinds of era name available to us: the
official era name, which was approved by the Imperial Court, the
ancient era name, which had been used before the Taika Reform, and
the private era name, which was used by limited and privileged classes,
and less often used. One of the two kinds of era name I focused upon is
the official era name, which is used to denote the episodic years
relevant to events explained in several entries in the dictionary, and to
denote the years of compilation of this dictionary. The other kind of era
name is the ancient era name, which is used only to denote the years of
compilation.

We must make two points. First, although some researchers presume
its editor to be a Shinto priest or a Buddhist monk, no private era name
is used in these explanations, which provides us with the key of
identifying its editor and understanding the characteristics of this
dictionary. The note explanations for several entries of this dictionary
include their episodic years and the dual years of the dictionary’s
compilation, and also the years counted backward from the latter to the
former at their ends. By comparing the compiled entries in 7enbun 16
and those in Tenbun 17, there are differences in description.

Second, it has become evident that the editor didn’t merely make
handwriting of the predecessor copy of this dictionary, but left traces of
making supplements to it with some intention in the re-compiled parts
in Tenbun 17.

Key Words: editor, official era and ancient era, Unpoiroha-syu
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