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“My Mother Was a Mudang™:
Interview with an Old Female Korean Japanese (Part I)

Sajik KIM, Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

This is an interview with a second-generation Korean resident
woman in Japan whose mother was a Mudang, a traditional Korean
shaman. In this interview, we are focusing on exploring “the world of
shamans” seen from the view of a shaman’s daughter.

Sachiko Nakamura (anonym) was born in Osaka 1935 and, at the
time of this interview, she is a Japanese citizen. Her mother was a
famous Mudang who had many clients, not only from her hometown,
also from remote towns far away. While her mother was conducting
rituals, Sachiko often joined her mother’s rituals, babysitting her
younger siblings, to observe the performances. As growing up, she had
learned from her mother about the world of spirits which endowed her
mother with shamanic abilities, the meaning of ritual processes, and the
role of the Mudang standing between human beings and sprits. She also
revealed that she herself had several mysterious experiences, such as
hearing a voice from an artificial flower believed to be possessed by a
spirit’s messenger and the warning from her mother predicting the
traffic accident that Sachiko’s son could avoid. In this regard, Sachiko
as well as her mother would be one of the people living the world of
shamanism.

In this interview, from a shaman’s worldview, Sachiko is telling the
life story of her mother who had lived as a determined Mudang to her
dying day. While she was telling many mysterious stories, her
storytelling was very convincing, and each episode was very vivid and
clear as if it happened yesterday. According to her, shaman’s rituals do
not mean to control the world in a human being’s favor, while it means
listening to the spirits’ voices and attempting to remove causes of
spirits’ rage to reduce hardships occurring in the human being’s world.
Her story mixed with the knowledge and interpretations learned from
her mother has a power to persuade listeners, whether they believe in
the shamans’ world or not, to accept the fact that there are the people
who live (or lived) in the world of shamanism. We may label her
interview as an oral history of the Mudang’s world.

We are planning to report Sachiko’s own life story in the part 2 of
this interview titled as “My Heart is Still Korean Even if | Changed My
Citizenship to Japanese.”

Key words: Korean Japanese, Mudang (shaman), life story
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