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Saying “I Came Here to be Treated,”
I Rejected Forced Labor for Patients:

An Interview at Hoshizuka-Keiaien, a Hansen’s Disease Asylum
Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

This is the life story of a man in his 70s residing in Hoshizuka-
Keiaien, a national Hansen’s disease asylum located in Kagoshima
Prefecture. Mr. KK, the interviewee, was born in Miyazaki Prefecture
1934. In December 1955, at the age of 21, he was confined in Keiaien.
He was forced to work there, but he rejected this, firmly asserting that
he was there to be treated, not to work. He did not get married in the
facility. He became one of the plaintiffs in the lawsuit against the
Leprosy Prevention Law from an early stage. At the time that this
interview was conducted in July 2010, he was 76 years old. The
interviewers were Yasunori Fukuoka, Ai Kurosaka, Sajik Kim, and Yuki
Kitada. Follow-up interviews were also conducted in October 2010 and
June 2011.

He first discovered the symptoms of Hansen’s disease when he was
around 14 or 15 years old. It was not that serious, the little finger on his
right hand being bent. Later, however, the staff working for the public
health department regularly visited him to recommend that he enter a
facility. In the year when he turned 21, Mr. KK found that his neighbor
Mr. TY was going to enter a facility for the disease. He decided to enter
the facility as well so as not to further burden his family, and both men
took the same bus to the facility.

Soon after he entered Keiaien, it was found that KK’s disease had
been already naturally cured, and it was confirmed that he has no
longer the bacteria. “If the bacteria are gone, why I am still
institutionalized? Let me go home!” he told the doctor, but learned that
he would not be permitted to return home “because of the Hansen’s
Disease Prevention Law.” Since the time of his arrival he never
received a single treatment for Hansen’s disease.

When he hurt a finger, the medical center told him that “the
treatment will be faster without it” and proceeded to amputate it. Even
worse, a young and inexperienced intern damaged a neuron during the
operation for his “training,” straining his face.

KK expressed his feelings when he became one of plaintiffs in the
lawsuit as follows: “It is not about money. I wanted humanity.” After he
won the case in Kumamoto, he conducted a hunger strike by himself to
prevent an appeal by the Government.

Key words: Hansen’s disease, segregation policy, life story
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