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Living in Defiance of Male Chauvinism

in Korean Resident Society in Japan:
Interview with an Old Female Korean Japanese (Part II)

Sajik KIM, Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

This is the second part of an interview with a senior second-
generation Korean resident woman in Japan. Sachiko Nakamura
(pseudonym), the interviewee, was born in Osaka in 1935 (She was 74
years old at the time when this first interview was conducted). She was
the fifth of nine siblings. When American air raids intensified during
the Pacific War, her family had to move from Osaka, where they had
been enjoying a stable life, to Himeji. Following the move, her father
made a living on work from unemployment relief projects, while her
mother became a mudang, a traditional Korean shaman.

Sachiko entered a Japanese public elementary school. She fought
with her Japanese classmates, who verbally insulted her. The war ended
when she was 10 years old, and she experienced liberation from
Japanese colonialism. Quitting Japanese elementary school, she entered
an ethnic Korean school with her brother three years her senior. Her
family was poor. She dropped out of middle school in the third year
after her parents told her that woman did not need to study. Instead, she
learned dressmaking. Her three elder sisters all left the family after each
was married at the age of 19.

Her brother, the eldest son in the family, attended a Japanese high
school and university. Sachiko objected to her parents’ attitude that
“women were useless.” Since her mother was busy with her job as a
shaman, Sachiko had to take care of her brother until his marriage. In
spite of these circumstances, Sachiko enjoyed her youth by attending
dance halls and movie theaters. The third of her elder sisters went to
North Korea with her husband’s family during the “Return Home to
North Korea” campaign.

When she was 21, Sachiko was married to a Korean resident man in
a match arranged by her parents. Her husband launched several
businesses, including a scrap metal dealership and a construction
company, but nothing lasted long. Eventually the family’s life settled
down when Sachiko began to run a lunchbox shop with her daughter. In
2005 she obtained Japanese citizenship through naturalization.

Her life story, from the war years through to the postwar era, reveals
plentiful examples of Japanese discrimination against Korean residents
in Japanese society, as well as her struggle against male chauvinism
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within the Korean residents’ community.
Key words: Korean residents in Japan, male chauvinism, life story
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