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Expecting to Meet Tomorrow Again, 
I Left Salmon Untouched at the Dinner: 

Senry  Author Akio Nakayama 

Reiko TAKATSURU & Yasunori FUKUOKA 

  In general, critics rarely accept modern senry  (a type of short 
Japanese poem) as a subject of literary criticism. However, I cannot 
endorse the notion that there is no work or poet of quality in the 
modern senry  scene. In this essay I will introduce an unsung senry
poet, Akio Nakayama, in order to highlight the value and significance 
of senry  as a medium for emotional expression. Since Nakayama is 
not well-known, there is little in the way of previous scholarship on 
him. At the same time, Nakayama is a special case because he suffered 
from Hansen’s disease, and this experience represents an essential 
process for understanding his life and literary world. Consequently, I 
situate an introduction to his life within the axis of my research and 
interweave this with the broader horizon reflecting the diachronic 
circumstances of Japanese policies on Hansen’s disease. 
  The senry  quoted in this essay come from Nakayama’s only 
anthologies, Oyako Goma and Ichidaiju no Shiki. The period of 
Nakayama’s life, which spanned from 1920 to 2007, was a time of 
great change in Japanese society. Nakayama lived a turbulent life, 
experiencing such things as separation from his family, segregation in 
Oku-K my en, the national leprosarium in Setonaikal Sea, sterilization, 
marriage, forced labor, aggravation of symptoms, sight loss, and 
participation in the plaintiff’s group in a lawsuit demanding 
compensation from the government for the unconstitutional policies 
regarding Hansen’s disease. In the midst of these circumstances 
Nakayama encountered senry  and became devoted to it. He lived a 
desperate life in fear of death and discrimination due to the disease. 
Although he struggled with immobility, sight loss, and numb hands, he 
continued to compose senry  expressing humor, trauma, rage, peace, 
and howling. Examining each word embracing these feelings is a 
significant step towards recalling the fundamental significance of 
literature. What, after all, is the meaning of literature if it does not 
reflect real life? It is from the perspective of this question that I will 
examine Nakayama’s achievement and the role of senry  in his life, 
while uncovering the issues that his senry  suggest to us when we may 
not even recognize that we ourselves are the insensitive majority. 

Key words: senry , Akio Nakayama, Hansen’s disease 
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