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Transitivity in Japanese Noun-Modifying VerbalClauses
CAI Mei-hua

This paper attempts to give a unified explanation to the semantics of
the verbs apt to modify the following noun as an adjective in terms of
transitivity. We emphasize that this must have been explored before
discussing the aspect type of the relevant verb, whether it takes a
ta-form or a teiru-form.

In this paper, I took up sixty-six transitive verbs as samples, and
measured their degree of transitivity. The first criterion for transitivity
is whether the action of the relevant agent reaches its theme, causing a
change in it. The second is whether the relevant sentence has the
properties of a prototypical transitive construction. Based upon these
criteria, the verbs whose theme is apt to undergo change are higher in
its transitivity, and between the two verbs whose themes are apt to
undergo change, the one having the properties of a prototypical
transitive construction is judged to be higher in its transitivity. From the
sixty-six verbs we investigated, we conclude the following:

1. Unaccusative verbs comparatively low in their transitivity are apt

to modify the following noun as an adjective.

2. Transitive verbs comparatively high in their transitivity and
unergative verbs are unapt to modify the following noun as an
adjective.

3. Transitive verbs comparatively low in their transitivity canmodify
the following noun as an adjective.

Significantly, this is a principled explanation of the verbs apt to

modify as an adjective.

Key words: modifier as an adjective, transitivity, change in theme
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