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Some Remarks on the Causes for Accentual Alterations

in 4-Mora Loanwords: The Influence of Segmental Sonority
on Accents

Michiko FUJII

Recent studies, such as those by Haruo Kubozono (2006) and Akiko
Takemura (2008), reported that accentual alternations are likely in the
loanwords with their standard Japanese -LLH pattern, which is different
from the ending accentuation patterns of their original (native) words.
They argue that this is because more Japanese are accustomed to the
accentuation patterns of original foreign words by learning English and
other Western languages. Kubozono also reported that no or only slight
alternations are observed in the loanwords ending with -HL. and -HH
patterns, because they share the same patterns with the foreign words
with the Latin accentual patterns.

Shinichi Tanaka (2008), however, pointed out that there are accentual
alternations even in the loanwords ending with a -HL pattern, which, he
insists, forms an cvidence that accentual alternations arise in the
syllables of less sonority. He observed that, in the words whose
penultimate double consonant are of low sonority, accentual
alternations are highly likely.

Thus, there are two factors in alternations: knowledge of Western
languages and low sonority of double consonants. We first selected
4-syllable loanwords from a Japanese accent dictionary, analyzing the
syllables in them where accentual patterns alternate. We concluded that
the double consonant in the penultimate syllable is involved in the
accentual alternations, and that the words with /u/ in their ultimate
syllable are subject to the -4 type accentual pattern. We found that this
observation confirms Tanaka’s contention that accentual alternation is
related to the low sonority of the involved double consonant and the
quantity of the syllables. We, second, made a questionnaire survey to
verify our result.

Focusing on the penultimate double consonants of low sonority and
the syllable nucleus, we made a preliminary test by letting answerers
mark the most accented syllable of 4-mora loanwords. We then gave a
verified test on 4-mora meaningless words. These tests revealed that the
onset containing an obscure vowel as well causes an accentual
alternation.

Key words: 4-mora loanwords, double consonants, obscure vowels
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