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On the Trial as the Plaintiff Number 1:
An Interview at Hoshizuka-Keiaien, a Hansen’s Disease Asylum

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

This is a life story of a man who had stayed in the Hansen’s disease
asylum for 70 years.

Mr. Tamiichi Tanaka was born in Miyazaki prefecture in 1918 and
entered Hoshizuka-Keiaien in 1941. He called himself as Shigeo Arata
in the asylum. He served as chair of the residents’ association of
Hoshizuka-Keiaien in 1968, 1988 and 1989. In 1998, he became the
representative of the first plaintiff group of the lawsuit suing the
Segregation Policy for unconstitutionality in the Kumamoto district
court. In 2001 he won the lawsuit and recovered his original name
Tamiichi Tanaka since he had changed the name 60 years ago.

This interview was conducted in June 2010 when Mr. Tanaka was 92
years old. The interviewers were Yasunori Fukuoka, Ai Kurosaka and
Sajik Kim, and the contents of the follow-up interview conducted in
July 2010 are marked in footnotes.

After the failure in the health check for the draft, in April 1941, Mr.
Tanaka entered Hoshizuka-Keiaien and, in January 1943, got married to
a woman who was brought to the asylum 3 months later after him with
other 70 people by the train for the coerce confinement to the asylum.
When they got married, he could not receive the permission of
temporary home visit while his wife got the permission. Thus, Mr.
Tanaka left the asylum without the permission to have a wedding
ceremony. After all, he received a penalty of confinement to a detention
room for a night. However, this was an interesting and fresh example of
a patient who bravely claimed the right in the time when the head of the
asylum was allowed to arbitrarily limit the rights of people in the
asylum.

In addition, he paid 1,500 yen, a great amount of money in that time
to buy (or obtain a license of life-time use) a small house in the asylum.
It is surprising to discover the actual case in Keiaien similar to the
“free-district” in Kuryii-Rakusenen in Gunma prefecture. It seems that
Mr. Tanaka received relatively better treatment than other
institutionalized people in the facility. Then why did he become the
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plaintiff number 1 of the lawsuit for the unconstitutionality of the
Segregation Policy?

He had several sad experiences such as the loss of his unborn child in
the forced abortion by the policy, taking care of his depressed wife at
the hospital, and rage against the forced sterilization operation for
himself. The anger in his heart propelled him to join the first plaintiff
group of the case and Mr. Tanaka is proud of himself that their move
encouraged other people who had experience of institutionalization in
the asylums all over Japan to win the unconstitutionality lawsuit at
Kumamoto.

After finishing the draft of the interview script, we read it for him
and he said with smile, “It sounds like the story in a novel even though
it was from my real life. I really appreciate you for a good summary of
my life.” In spite of his age over 90, Mr. Tanaka is still healthy and we
saw him in the audience of the 8th conference of Hansen’s Disease
Association for the People held at Matsuoka-Hoyden in Aomori.

Key words: Hansen’s disease, segregation policy, life story
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