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In the Devotion of Supporting the Chinese

Hansen’s Disease Recoverers’ Town:
An Interview at Hoshizuka-Keiaien, a Hansen’s Disease Asylum

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

Mr. Yoshimi Komaki was born in Hyogo prefecture in 1930. He
lived in Miyazaki prefecture and was then confined to
Hoshizuka-Keiaien in March 1948. In 1951 he moved to
Nagashima-Aiseien another sanatorium in Okayama prefecture because
Okayama was close to Osaka where he had dreamed to work in the
future. The aggravated symptoms of his disease forced him to give up
social rehabilitation and to return to Hoshitzuka-Keiaien in 1959. Later
he also stayed in Tairdin, a sanatorium in Kumamoto supported by the
Catholic church for 6 years from 1962 to 1968. During 1987 and 1990
he served as a member of the executive committee of Japan Hansen’s
Disease Patients Council in Tama-Zenshden, the sanatorium in Tokyo.

In 2003, he first visited the Hansen’s disease recoverers’ hamlet in
China. For 2 years from 2005 to 2007, he stayed in China to care for
the Chinese recoverers.

This interview was conducted in August 2008 when Mr. Komaki was
77 years old. The interviewers were Yasunori Fukuoka, Ai Kurosaka
and Nao Shimonishi. In May 2010, the interviewers visited Mr.
Komaki’s place and received Mr. Komaki’s approval of the draft of the
interview script.

We reacknowledged the odiousness of the Segregation Policy
through the interview with Mr. Komaki telling that his siblings (1 elder
brother and 2 younger sisters) who did not have Hansen’s disease also
had to stay in the sanatorium. His brother lost his job and his place to
live for being confused with Mr. Komaki who had Hansen’s disease.
His brother was able to enter the sanatorium under the pretext of a
temporary relief with the help of a kind doctor.

His younger sister also had no place to live after their mother, having
Hansen’s disease, entered the sanatorium following Mr. Komaki. Even
more, their father already died earlier, and there was nobody to take
care of the younger sister. She had some problem in walking. Although
it was not from Hansen’s disease but the doctor intentionally diagnosed
her as a Hansen’s disease patient because he believed that it would be
more helpful for her to enter the sanatorium than to stay outside the
facility. She got married to a man staying in the sanatorium.

The youngest sister had stayed at the facility for uninfected children
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in the sanatorium at the beginning but could not leave even after she
graduated from a junior high school. She just kept secretly staying at
her mother’s room in the sanatorium without permission because she
had no place to stay outside the sanatorium and also got married to a
man in the sanatorium.

Mr. Komaki said it was “shameful” that uninfected members of his
family took advantage of the sanatorium as the place to stay. However,
we accepted this event as an example that showed how the Segregation
Policy deprived opportunities in the society from the family of
Hansen’s disease patients.

In addition, Mr. Komaki’s story was quite touching. He said that he
visited Guilin in China to enjoy the boat tour in a river at the beginning
but he encountered the people in the Hansen’s disease recoverers’
hamlet and found that they were abandoned with no care—for example,
no care for aftereffects. After that, he has been using the compensation
that he received from the Japanese Government for helping Chinese
recoverers and their children.

Key words: Hansen’s disease, segregation policy, life story
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