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A Study on Anti-Vietnam War Movements in Japan
1965-1967, with special reference to Fukuoka City (1)

Hideo ICHIHASHI

One of the longest-lasting anti-Vietham War movements in Japan
was that which emerged in the city of Fukuoka in Kyushu in the middle
of the 1960s. Its citizens formed a small protest group and carried out
regular protest walks for seven and half years between 1965 and 1973.
The walk was called the ‘tenth day protest walk’ (Ju-no-hi-demo or
To-no-hi-demo in Japanese), for it took place on the 10th, 20th and 30th
of every month.

However, its characteristics and membership changed substantially
in the first half of 1968. The author of this article thus named the first
three years before 1968 as To-no-hi-demo no Jidai (‘the years of the
tenth day protest walk’), and wrote a long draft historical essay
focusing on the period. This examined the birth and development of the
Fukuoka citizens’ protest movement against the Vietnam War as well as
placing it in the much wider national context of the anti-Vietnam War
movement across Japan. This article is the first part of that essay and
the subsequent two parts will appear in the next two issues of this
journal.

The article firstly looks at the beginning of the citizens’ anti-war
movement in Fukuoka, exploring the biographical backgrounds and
ideas of its core members. In the second part of the article, a number of
citizens’ anti-Vietnam War movements that emerged in other areas in
Japan as well as anti-war protest actions organized by trade unions and
political parties are examined. This provides a wider context for the
Fukuoka citizens’ movement that should give a more balanced view of
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what happened there.

In exploring the very beginning of the history of the anti-Vietnam
War movement in Japan, this article pays special attention to the
following questions which illuminate the peculiarity of the Japanese
ant-Vietnam War movements: How did the Japanese people and society
respond to the question of the Treaty on Basic Relations between Japan
and the Republic of Korea of 1965, which left-wing intellectuals
regarded as a part of the US military strategy in Asia? How did the
mass media in Japan, which started to report on the Vietnam War
intensely after the US bombing of North Vietnam, influence Japanese
society? Why did so many people in Japan feel compelled to raise their
voices against Vietnam War by themselves? And, what kinds of
difficulties did trade unions encounter when they tried to organise a
nationwide anti-war strike in 1966? The article concludes with tentative
answers to these questions.

Key words: anti-war movements, Vietnam War, Fukuoka City
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