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A Contrastive Study of Japanese and Chinese
Dimensional Adjectives of Height
in Their Semantic Systems

JIN Shanhua

Dimensional adjectives of height, “takai” in Japanese and “gao” in
Chinese, have spatial and non-spatial uses. It is noteworthy that their
non-spatial uses are slightly different from each other. This seems to be
due to the fact that the cognitive modes how their meanings are
cognized are different. The semantic studies on these words hitherto
made mainly center around the description and analysis of their
linguistic meanings. There are not so many works, on the cognitive and
performance ability of their user that elucidated the cognitive system
for their semantics. Based on the works by Kunihiro (1971), Nishio
(1972) and Momiyama (2001), I reconsidered the multiple meanings of
“takai” and “gao”, describing the relations among them in terms of a
semantic network. I explored the cognitive processes in which the
meanings of both words are extended and their whole semantic systems
in which they develop, and identified some difference between them.
Comparing these two words, we have concluded the following three
points.

(1) Their prototypical meanings and their cognitive processes for
meaning extension as well are highly similar.

(2) The modes in which their users cognize space are similar to each
other in how the objects evaluated by them are experienced in terms
of all the five senses but the sense of smell.

(3) Their spatial uses both belong to the region from which their users
view the relevant object, and their non-spatial uses both belong to
the region on which the image of the cognized object is projected.
Thus, both words are supposed to be similar in extension and
cognition of their meanings.

Key words: prototype, schema, meaning extension
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