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Discovering Hansen’s Disease Symptoms
during World War II in China:

Interview at Hoshizuka-Keiaien, a Hansen’s Disease Facility
Yasunori FUKUOKA & A1 KUROSAKA

This is the life story of a man living in Hoshizuka-Keiaien, a
Hansen’s disease facility.

Moriyoshi Sakaguchi was born in Kumamoto prefecture in 1916. He
was discovered to exhibit symptoms of Hansen’s disease while he was
fighting in the battlefield in China and as a result, was sent back to
Japan. He entered Hoshizuka-Keiaien in July 1941. He was 93 years
old at the time of the interview on June 20, 2010. Yasunori Fukuoka, Ai
Kurosaka, and Sajik Kim acted as interviewers for this study. The
interviewers read the script in front of the interviewee twice on January
23 and April 22, 2011 for revision and approval.

When we learned of his life story, we found that he possessed much
pride for living a life of resistance.

He passed the health check for the military draft and joined the army
in January 1937. When he received a letter from a girl in his village, the
squad leader said to him, “Order the girl to stop sending letters to the
camp.” However, he replied, “I do not have the right to order her to do
that.” This kind of resistance would negatively affect his career in the
army but he was not concerned about it.

On November 1940, when he was sent back to Japan for having
symptoms of Hansen’s disease, a nurse visited him to cut his long hair
before he landed on Moji but he was offended because she insisted on
wearing a fully protective suit out of fear of contracting the disease and
refused to let her to cut his hair. In the end, the head nurse cut his hair
without the suit.

In 1944, during the war, when patients were forbidden from leaving
the sanatorium, he went out of the facility without permission. He was
caught by the guard of the facility and was subjected to solitary
confinement as a penalty. After he was released from confinement, the
office head tried to force him to write a formal apology but he refused
because he believed that the penalty he had endured was more than
enough.

In the same year, he got married in the facility. Both the authorities
and the self-governing body of the facility recommended him to
undergo sterilization but he refused. The officials at the sanatorium
would not allow him to live with his wife in the room designated for a
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married couple within the facility. He sneaked out of the facility and
went to his hometown to officially register his marriage. He persuaded
the head of the facility that he had the right to live with his wife in the
room for a married couple because he was legally married. Ultimately,
six years later, the facility allowed him to live in the room without
undergoing sterilization. His wife became pregnant but miscarried the
baby due to septicemia, so he buried the dead body of the fetus by
himself, hiding evidence of his wife’s pregnancy.

After the war ended, patients within the facility were able to obtain
increased rights from officials within the facility. Subsequently, the
patients were further factionalized due to an ensuing power struggle
from within the group. In order to assuage the intensifying power
struggle, a congressman and police chief were brought into the
sanatorium to intervene. Sakaguchi did not change his attitude of
resistance even toward the congressman and police chief. The head of
the facility once tried to bribe him into cooperating but he refused,
throwing money in his face. He considered his life in the facility to be a
life of resistance.

After receiving approval of the interview transcript from Sakaguchi,
we asked some questions about his experience during the war that he
had barely talked about during the interview. In response, he showed us
personal records of various events that had taken place during the war.
We learned that he did not intentionally hide what he had experienced
during the war, and shared only his experience as a Hansen’s disease
ex-patient because he thought we were only interested in that part of his
life. He did share an additional story about wartime experiences,
however. When he was a lance corporal in the army, he trained young
soldiers to stab live prisoners of war with a bayonet and kill them. He
said that now he realizes it was a horrifying experience but he did it
with nonchalance at the time. As interviewers, we thought it would be
valuable to ask about his experiences as a soldier to provide a more
comprehensive account of his life.

Key words: Hansen’s disease, Segregation Policy, life story
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