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Adjectival Uses of Noun-Modifying Clause and Mental Scanning

CAI Mei-hua

Focusing on Japanese formal nouns mono and koto, we pointed
out that the former is likely to select as its modifier a clause ending
with -ta, and that the latter is likely to select as its modifier one with
-teiru, and discussed their variety. We also proposed that this selection
involves the mode of mental scanning of events. The clauses modifying
the formal noun, mono, which represents an entity-like event, are likely
to end with -ta, while those modifying the formal noun, koto, which
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represents a factual event, are likely to end with -teiru. The
morphological selection between the clauses ending with -ta and those
ending with -teiru hinges on the number of the arguments which the
verb of the relevant clause has: the greater number more or less selects
a clause ending with -teiru, while the less number more or less selects
one with -ta. Both of the adjectival uses of clauses ending with -ta and
-teiru are for “integrated” scanning, one mode of mental scanning of
events. In our paper, thus, we attempted to identify conditions for
selecting between clauses ending with -ta and -teiru, not by the
semantic difference between their ending aspects, but from the
viewpoint of which aspect each of the nouns selects in the clause
modifying it semantically.
Keywords: number of arguments, scanning, aspect, adjectival clause
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