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I Returned Home for the First Time When My Mother

Was Dying: Interview at Kikuchi-Keifiien, a Hansen’s Disease
Facility

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

This is the life story of a man in his 80s living in Kikuchi-Keiftien, a
Hansen’s disease facility.

Mr. Yoshitake Sugino was born in March 1931 in Kumamoto
prefecture and sent to Kikuchi-Keiftien on 27th September 1942. He
was 11 years old and refused to enter the facility when his mother
brought him to Kikuchi-Keiftien. He ran away but came to the facility
with his mother again to ‘enter the gate.” He said that he was scared to
go out. He revisited home after hearing the news that his mother was in
a critical condition in 1979. It was the first time for him to return home
since entering the facility. There was invisible power to disturb him to
visit home for 37 years. It must be the Segregation Policy which
affected Hansen’s disease patients’ lives in the leprosy facilities.

Even after the unconstitutionality lawsuit against the Segregation
Policy was decided in favor of the plaintiffs by the Kumamoto district
court in 2001, there was an incident at a hotel in Kurokawa hot springs
in which people from Kikuchi-Keiflien were refused entry, in 2003. The
town was Mr. Sugino’s home. We were able to hear the details because
he was involved in the arbitration for this event as an executive
member of the resident association of Kikuchi-Keifiien. The general
manager of the hotel visited Kikuchi-Keiftien to submit the ‘apology
statement’ but the resident association refused to accept it. This scene
was aired by the national broadcasting network. Subsequently, masses
of letters and phone calls criticizing the people in Kikuchi-Keiftien
rushed in. According to Mr. Sugino, the general manager had claimed
that rejecting the Kikuchi-Keifien people was the hotel president’s
decision when Mr. Sugino and his colleague visited the general
manager at the hotel. However, the manager changed her word when
she came to the facility, saying that the manager herself decided to
reject the people. All members in Kikuchi-Keiftien could not see even a
tiny piece of sincerity from the ‘apology.’

This interview was conducted at the resident association office of
Kikuchi-Keifien on 15th March 2011. Interviewers were Yasunori
Fukuoka, Ai Kurosaka and Kaori Adachi. Mr. Yoshitake Sugino was 80
years old at the time of the interview. Mr. Sugino published the essay
book Renri no Eda with his wife Keiko Sugino. He is a skillful ‘Go’
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player with a rank of amateur six-dan, and joined the national Go
tournament hosted by Akahata as the representative of Kumamoto
prefecture. He is also a man of other talents who enjoys composing
thirty-one syllabled verses, writing essays, and operating a ham radio.

The interview script was approved by him on 8th December 2012.
When we revisited Kikuchi-Keiftien in July 2014, the schedule board in
the resident association office displayed that Mr. Sugino worked as the
speaker of the explanation of Hansen’s disease for young students as
Mr. Masahiko Inaba, the vice president of the resident association. The
strong determination to abolish the discrimination on Hansen’s disease
motivates their activities.

Keywords: Hansen’s disease, Segregation Policy, life story
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