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A Study on Anti-Vietnam War Movements in Japan
1965-1967, with special reference to Fukuoka City (3)

Hideo ICHIHASHI

Amongst many anti-Vietnam War movements in Japan, one of the
longest sustained is that of Fukuoka city in Kyusyu. The focus of the
movement was Ji-no-hi-demo’ or To-no-hi-demo, citizen’s protest
walks in the city centre, organized every 10th day of the month from
1965 to 1973.

However, its characteristics and membership changed
substantially in the first half of 1968. The author of this article thus
named the first three years before 1968 as 76-no-hi-demo no Jidai (‘the
years of the tenth day protest walk’), and wrote a historical essay
focusing on the period. This examined the birth and development of the
Fukuoka citizens’ protest movement against the Vietham War as well
as placing it in the much wider national context of the anti-Vietnam
War movement across Japan. This article is the third, the final part of
that essay.

As discussed in the previous parts of the essay, 70-no-hi-demo no
kai (Association for the Tenth Day Protest Walk) started with several
mathematicians of Kyusyu University as its main membership. But by
June 1966, To-no-hi-demo no kai began to collaborate with an
anti-Vietnam War movement in Tokyo. This, so-called ‘Tokyo
Beheiren’, proposed a nation-wide lecture tour on war on Vietnam, and
To-no-hi-demo no kai accepted that it would host a public lecture in
Fukuoka. This article firstly examines the process in which
To-no-hi-demo no kai began to make connections with other
anti-Vietnam war movements outside Fukuoka.

Along the gradual formation of the anti-Vietanm war network with
groups of other regions, To-no-hi-demo began to attract participants of
more varied backgrounds. Trade union members of younger
generations, an anti-war group of medical students, and students from
universities other than Kyusyu University joined the demo. The second
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topic the article examines is the expansion of participants in
To-no-hi-demo.

Thirdly, the article looked at the Kyusyu university student’s
protest actions against the local police who tried to regulate the
student’s festival procession on the main city road. The procession had
been running annually for many years, and the attempts from the police
to limit it gave rise to the massive direct protest action from the
students. Although this was not an anti-war protest in any sense, it
seems to have revealed the ethos and attitudes of the students at the
time.

Lastly, the article examined the reaction to 70-no-hi-demo among
the general public in Fukuoka, as well as evaluates the self-awareness
of the participants.

Key words: anti-war movements, Vietnam War, Fukuoka City,
To-no-hi-demo
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